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Scouting’s ‘Army’ 
(Taken from an interview with Chief Scout Bear Grylls published in 

Scouting magazine). 

“In order for every young person that wants to be in Scouting to join in, 
we need adult volunteers to keep growing the Movement and          
delivering the activities I’ve witnessed this weekend.  My aim is to   
encourage, inspire and, most importantly, thank Scouting’s army of 
adult volunteers so that the adventure continues.” 

The Newsletter for Romsey District Scouting 

Edition 491 http://www.romseyscouts.org/     April 2011 

������������������������������������� ���
Articles for the next edition to Liz Holloway by 15th April 2010 please. 

18 Cherville Street, Romsey, SO51 8FD  
Tel: 01794 514597 E Mail: liz@lizholloway.f2s.com 

Further information on any aspect of Romsey Scouting from 
District Chairman: John Stevens 023 8077 2973 

District Commissioner: Darren Reed 023 8042 8244 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To the following leaders who have been awarded their Silver Acorns  
this year.  This award is rarely given to anyone with less than 20 years 
specially distinguished, and appreciably better than outstanding,     
service to Scouting.  Thanks are due to all of them for their             

commitment to the young people 
in their care and how their input 
makes such a difference to the 
lives those youngsters ultimately 
lead. 
 

Jacky Betteridge 
Stewart Buswell 
Margaret Cantelo 
Howard Chandler 

Robin Taylor-Milton 
Steve Woodrow 
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XPLORE THE LAKES 
 

Are you an Explorer Scout who loves adventure and              
expeditions?  If so why not try out HSX. Hampshire Scout      
Expeditions has been organising a trip to the Lakes for years, as 
an opportunity for Explorers to see if they would like to join us. 
 

The cost has been finalised at £120 for 4 days/5 nights including 
all travel, instruction and food. Accommodation is to be inside 
and you will need good boots and hill-walking clothing. 
 

Activities to include Hillwalking, Climbing and Waterfall           
abseiling! 
 

Numbers are limited so get your booking in quick. 
 

Contact us via www.hsx.org.uk  or call Tom on 07935 070136   
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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The Beaver Scouts held their annual 
party on Saturday 26th February, and 
celebrated 25 years of Beaver      
Scouting.  The Beaver Scouts were 
carefully positioned on the floor of 
Crosfield Hall, Romsey in the shape of 
a number twenty five.  Local dignitaries 

joined them for an amazing photo call together with their mascot 
Bertie Beaver.  Chris Davis from SCRATCH (Southampton City 
Region Action to Combat Hardship) also came along to talk to 
the Beavers and to tell them that he had just made his Scouting 
promise. Chris had just been invested as the Scouting Chaplain 
for Southampton Central District.  The Beavers collected food 
stuffs for the Basic Bank and handed them over to Chris at the 
party.  After a few games to run off the excess energy after     
sitting down for so long, the Beavers enjoyed a tea of hot dogs 
and crisps. There then followed a very special point in the after-
noon when each Beaver held a cake with a lit candle in it and 
everyone sang Happy Birthday to Beavers in celebration of their 
25 years.  To end the afternoon Roger Daniels  entertained them 
with a magic show. 
 

Sally Kerson, ADC Beaver Scouts 
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During his flying visit, literally, to Hampshire’s youth council camp at 
Ferny Crofts last year, the Chief Scout told the assembled mass that 
they, the young members, were the most important people in the 
Movement. He’s right of course; our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers 
and Network are the reason we have and do Scouting.  
 

We take that a stage further by insisting that the “youth” focus of 
Scouting comes to the fore by ensuring that it’s our young members 
that are the face of Scouting in the media. 
 

We have traditionally invited the Mayors of Romsey, Test Valley and  

New Leaders 
Following the Appointments Committee Meeting on 3rd February, we 
welcome to the following new leaders 
 

Kate Brown   CSL  3rd Romsey (Braishfield) 
Paul Fenton  Asst Ex SL District 
Edward Knight  ASL  1st Romsey 
 Also approved 
Peter Betteridge ASL  10th Romsey (Woodley & 
      Crampmoor) 
 

There has also been another Appointments Committee Meeting on 3rd 
March and the following appointments were approved 
 

Wendy Jarvis  ACSL  11th Romsey (King’s  
      Somborne) 
Martyn Blake from ACSL to CSL  10th Romsey (Woodley & 
      Crampmoor) 
Paul Munday  ACSL  9th Romsey (W. Wellow) 
 
We extend a warm welcome to you all and hope you have a long and 
happy association with Romsey District Scouts. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
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the Member of Parliament to St Georges Day, our AGM and other 
events. At such occasions I have been known to tell everyone about 
how great Scouting in Romsey is and the fun and excitement that our 
members have. I do this because I see the Mayors and MP as our  
unofficial ambassadors, spreading the word that, after 100 years, 
Scouting in Romsey is alive and well and Scouts are doing things and 
having fun. 
 

Now I’m hardly what you would call a “youth” member and such things 
come so much better from the horse’s mouth. So I have been trying to 
ensure that Romsey’s MP and the Mayors get some direct exposure to 
real Scouting.  
 

We had our first attempt on Saturday 12th March when, with the      
permission of James and the camps Leader team, I invited Mayors and 
MP to breakfast. At just after 8am, Chris and Frances Lynn, Mike and 
Rita Curtis and, despite a chest infection, Caroline Nokes all arrived at 
the Winter Camp site. This year’s camp was held at the 2nd New Forest 
North’s HQ in Copythorne; a former Romsey District Group, which is  
better known as “Stanley’s Own”. 
 

Before eating the guests went and chatted to members and Leaders 
about the camp, how the night had been, what they were doing for the 
rest of the weekend, etc.. Caroline was also keen to discover why our 
girls preferred Scouts to Guides and whether patrols preferred modern 
or traditional tents.  



Later it was time for breakfast and the guests and the Scouts sat     
together as they devoured a hearty breakfast which was prepared by 
Andy Pudney and his catering crew. Mixed in with the Scouts, all the 
guests continued the lively discussions with the Scouts. All too soon 
breakfast, and seconds, had been finished and the washing up was 
under way as the camp prepared for flag break. Our guests then     
departed, as they had previous engagements, although they said they 
would have liked to have stayed longer to experience more Scouting in 
action.  

However, at a time when the youth of today are seen in an increasingly 
negative light, they left with memories of Scouts doing things and   
having fun. 
 

It wasn’t me that told them that, they saw it and heard it for them-
selves; thank you Scouts you did Scouting proud. 
 

John Stevens, District Chairman 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

SEXTANT TROPHY  

The Romsey District Scouts and Romsey Division Guides held their 
annual orienteering competition ‘The Sextant Trophy’ as part of the 
District Winter Camp weekend.  This year’s event was very well       
supported with 11 teams competing a challenging course over     
Copythorne Common, Furzley Common, Cadnam Bog and all the way 
up to Blackhill Common.  We were very lucky with the weather as the 
drizzle we experienced during the breakfast route planning session 
dried up and the sun shone for the majority of the event, although it did 
remain very boggy under foot in certain sections. 
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 Marfan Trust Cheque Presented 
 

At a very convivial gathering in 10th Romsey Scout headquarters, 
Phil Coles (Assistant Cub Scout Leader at 10th), supported by 
family, friends and Scouting colleagues from the Group and the 
District, presented a cheque for £2,794.21 to Les Tippin,     
Chairman of the Marfan Trust.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the very sudden death of Phil’s brother, Russell, in 
2009 from this undiagnosed condition, Phil decided he had to do 
something and the majority of this money was raised through his 
determination.  Supported by his many friends in Scouts, he 
walked the entire Test Way (45.8 miles) in November, which 
with the collection from the Romsey District Scout Carol Service 
and gift aid has resulted in £3,038.46 being raised, far in excess 
of their wildest dreams.   
 

Les spoke movingly about the condition, which his wife and 
children have inherited, and how the money raised is used to  
improve awareness of it, as well as fund research into causes and 
treatment.  There are currently 10,000 sufferers of Marfan     
Syndrome in the UK and early diagnosis and treatment can not 
only save the lives of young people but also enable them to live 
normal active lives into old age.  Les and his wife Sue had    
travelled from Kent in order to receive the cheque. 

Congratulations go to 6th Romsey (Lockerley) Stags patrol for         
narrowly beating 4th Romsey (Bramshaw) Stags patrol into a very 
commendable runners-up position, with 9th Romsey (Wellow) finishing 
in 3rd place and 3rd Romsey (Braishfield) in 4th. 
 

Thanks go to all those who helped make the event successful, to the 
Leaders who volunteered to help ‘police’ the event and to the two 
Young Leaders (Stephen and Jenny) who sat at Blackhill Common all 
day with drinks and biscuits waiting for the few determined teams who 
made it all the way out to the furthest base. 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
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established community but my family seemed to settle in within days 
and there are still mornings when I wake up and can’t believe my luck!  
Everyday I walk into the Abbey and am amazed by what a beautiful 
building it is.  The day I stop being amazed, I will know it’s time to 
move on! 
 

Claire: What motivated you to agreeing to become our District       
Chaplain? 
Rev.Tim: Of course, I believe that Scouting is a very worthwhile move-
ment, but I would love to become more actively involved.  I enjoy   
leading St George’s Day parade but I’d also love to be an ‘active’ 
Chaplain; perhaps some of my time would be well spent in supporting 
Scout leaders? 
 

Claire: So do you think religion is still relevant to Scouting in the 21st 
century? 
Rev.Tim: Absolutely!  I think perhaps adults think that young people 
don’t want to talk about this stuff, when I believe it’s often the adults 
who steer clear in case they get asked a difficult question.  For me, 
faith is not there to provide the answers, it provides a safe place to talk 
about the ‘big questions’.  You can’t work out your place in the world 
on your own, you have to do that as part of a community and, for so 
many young people in Romsey, Scouting is the community in which 
they are choosing to do that. 
 

Claire: Scouting today takes a multi-faith view; is that something you 
support? 
Rev.Tim: When Scouting first started, Christianity was the only ‘stall’ in 
the market as far as religion went.  Today, there are many faiths and 
beliefs to choose from but they all seem to preach love, acceptance 
and service or responsibility to others.  These are the values at the 
heart of Scouting and essential to my Christian beliefs. 
 

Claire: As our District Chaplain, is there anything you would like to 
achieve? 
Rev.Tim:  Sometimes, I think faith is like underwear; we know it’s there 
but we’re a bit too embarrassed to talk about it!  I think my goal will be 
to give the leaders in Romsey the confidence to start asking the ‘big 
questions’, not just of faith and religion but associated issues – Fair 
Trade, environment, social responsibility and so on.  I can’t promise to 
know all the answers but I’d love to help in asking the questions! 
 

Rev. Tim’s first official duty as District Chaplain will be our St George’s 
Day service on Sunday 10th April.  He will proudly be wearing our new 
Scout stole – that’s the long ‘scarf’ – which has been made for us by 
Mrs June Thorpe. 



Rev. Tim – wearing his pants on the outside! 
 

An interview by Claire Sutton 
 

Rev. Tim Sledge, Vicar of Romsey, has kindly 
agreed to become Romsey Scouts new     
District Chaplain.  Considering his first official 
duty in Romsey when he arrived three years 
ago was our Scouting Centenary St George’s 
Day service, it was perhaps only a matter of 
time before he agreed to a more formal     
association with the District!  I met him in a 
well known Romsey coffee house (“More tea, 
Vicar?”) for a chat about life, the universe and 
Scouting. 
 

Claire: Thank you for agreeing to take on this 
role. What do you know about Scouting already? 
Rev. Tim: Well, I used to be a Cub and a Scout myself so I do         
remember quite a bit.  I was a Sixer at Cubs and loved it!  I have some 
fond memories of a great Scout camp in Wales – eggy bread, camp-
fires – great fun!  (I went to boarding school when I was 13 so had to 
leave my Troop but I joined RAF Cadets instead and enjoyed that too). 
 

Claire: And after you left school, did you know you wanted to become 
a Vicar? 
Rev. Tim:  Actually, I studied music at university; I trained as a singer 
and trombone player.  I worked in music for five or six years after I 
graduated.  It was not until my late 20s that I felt the ‘pull’ to join the 
Church.  It was quite a shock, really, I turned down a really great job in 
music!  But the decision was a bit like falling in love, you can’t explain it 
but you just know it’s the right thing for you. 
 

Claire: So what were you doing before you came to Romsey? 
Rev.Tim:  Romsey is only the second church I have held.  Before that I 
worked as a Missioner, which is kind of a support worker, working 
across a number of churches to help them become more accessible.  
That’s one of the things I’m passionate about, making connections  
between faith and everyday life. 
 

Claire: And how are you settling in to Romsey? 
Rev.Tim:  I am loving being here!  Romsey is very different from other 
places I’ve lived; it has such a strong sense of community and identity, 
and some really significant traditions seem to survive here.  I feel really 
privileged to have got such a ‘plum job’, with such lovely people.  It can 
sometimes be quite hard, as an ‘outsider, to break into such an       
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BP's "Jamroll" Rolls Royce spotted in Chesterfield on 22nd February 
2011.  It was a guest appearance to mark the unveiling of a Derbyshire 
blue plaque in Lady B-P's childhood home. 
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Romsey Cubs Chess—The Heats 

 

On Saturday, 5th March, eight very enthusiastic Cubs met at 21st 
Nursling and Rownhams Scout headquarters to contest the   
District chess championship.  They represented packs from 6th 
Lockerley, 10th Woodley (Mohican and Sioux) and 21st Nursling 
& Rownhams. 
 

Cubs were in two groups 8 to 9½ years and under 11 years.  
Games were played in a round-robin where the Cubs all played 
each other to hopefully determine the best player from each age 
group. 
 

Hosts Tony and Elaine Moles provided tuck for Leaders and 
Cubs halfway through.  There were some very closely contested 
games. 
 

Tony presented certificates to the winners, Carl Windebank from 
10th Sioux in the under 11 years and Jake Beale from 10h      
Mohicans in the younger age group. 
 

Tony thanked all the Cubs who had 
taken part in this enjoyable activity with 
only four packs from the district           
participating. 
 

We all wish Carl and Jake all the luck 
when they go to Basingstoke on 20th 
March for the County Chess Final. 
 

Jacky Betteridge, DCSL 


