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St George�s Day Service & Parade
(only thirteen days early!)

The weather forecast was good and the day proved even better.  The 
young people gathered in Lortemore Place car park before assembling 
appropriately to parade round to Romsey Abbey.  The comment from 
the majority entering the Church was how lovely and cool it was!  The 
aim was that as many of the young people as possible would sit in the 
nave of the Church or be able to see a screen.  �Doormen� repelled 
adult invaders before all the youngsters arrived.
We were pleased to welcome Lady Brabourne, in one of her first roles 
as High Steward of Romsey.  The service was taken by our District 
Chaplain, Tim Sledge, the Vicar of Romsey, wearing his new Scout 
stole.  Lessons were read by a Scout and a Guide and Barnaby Martin 
spoke eloquently and movingly about George�s Trust, of which he is a 
junior trustee.  George was  a friend of his; the collection was in aid of 
George�s Trust and raised nearly �500.  
The Vicar spoke of firm foundations and was ably assisted by several 
children, who established that building Jenga towers on a cushion was 
very tricky and they toppled over, whereas the towers built on a solid 
table stood firm.  He also paid tribute to John and Janice Waterman 
who were in Church, with their group, and celebrating their Ruby   
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Wedding anniversary!

All movement members, section by section, then renewed the      
promises they made at their investiture and were reminded of their 
relevant laws.  Prayers were lead by young members and the service 
ended with �Jerusalem� followed by two verses of the National Anthem. 

The colours processed down the nave of the Abbey and out onto the 
north garth, where they were joined by other members of their sections 
and groups ready to move off.  

The youngsters then paraded through the town, disbanding in the 
same car park.  Unfortunately, because of the large number of people 
on the parade and therefore the length of time it took to pass, it was 
reported that at least one car felt unable to wait for everyone to pass 
(probably because it was parked illegally on a double yellow line), and 
it too joined in the parade.  This was felt to have been inappropriate 
and steps will be taken to ensure such a thing does not happen again.

Tea followed in the Abbey Hall, where we were all delighted to find that 
Mark Tarry had joined us.  He is the current Deputy Chief               
Commissioner of England, but was a 10th Romsey Cub, Scout and 
Scouter before leaving the area and moving to Yorkshire.  It was      
literally a flying visit to Romsey to present Silver Acorns to five 
Scouters from Romsey District and several long service badges and 
certificates to others.



Mark Tarry         Darren Reed (DC)    Steve Woodrow 
Stewart Buswell,  Jacky Betteridge, Margaret Cantelo,          Howard Chandler
Surplus cakes were subsequently sold and that money will be added to 
the magnificent collection total.
Quote from 10th Talk (the newsletter of 10th Romsey)
Stewart, Jacky, Margaret & Steve have together given over 120 years service 
to the Movement.  Long service certificates were also awarded to several 
leaders for 20, 30 and 40 years service.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

VACANCY

For a Cub Scout Leader at 15th Romsey (North Baddesley)

The current leadership team at 15th are unable to continue in this role, due to 
other commitments, but clearly, from the awards presented, Scouting is fun�
otherwise people just wouldn�t do it. 

There are opportunities throughout the district to become involved.    Training 
is provided, support is available and it is lots of fun.  All of the Scouters     
pictured above may have relinquished some of their regular  commitments, 
but they are still active and involved members of the  movement.  It�s fun and 
the secret of eternal youth!

Please do give this some serious thought! It is a very rewarding way of     
volunteering and it can look good on your CV too! 

For 15th Romsey contact John Evans on 023 8073 1205

All other enquiries can be made to the District Commissioner or Chairman.



NORTH WALES VISIT
The Explorer Scouts (14�18 years old) 
have just returned from a fantastic 
long weekend in North Wales staying 
with the Explorer Scouts at the Hafod 

Scout centre which is in a great location just on the Bethesda 
side off the A5 below LLyn Ogwen.  It is surrounded by high 
mountains which gives the place a real feel of being in the 
mountains. 
The weather for the first two days was absolutely excellent, being 
both warm, sunny and dry. The rock was also very dry so we took 
the opportunity to do some serious scrambling with the Explorers. 
On the first day we did Tryfan which is a high-quality legendary 
scramble. For many of the Explorers this was the first time they 
had experienced this and there was a real wow factor. All    
thoroughly enjoyed it including the leaders. 

The second day we 
scrambled up the 
front of Pen Yr Ole 
Wen and summitted 
both Carnedd Dafyd 
a n d  C a r n e d d       
L l e w e l l y n ,  t h e       
s e c o n d - h i g h e s t 
mountain in Wales, a 
total distance of 
some 11 miles, which 
again was a real 
achievement for the 

Explorers. The views from the tops on both days were absolutely 
brilliant, including clear views of Snowdon. 
On the third day we had planned a trip up Snowdon to end our 
expeditions. At Hafod the weather looked reasonable with     
broken cloud over the summits.  So we set off to drive round to 
the top of the Llanberis Pass to climb up Crib Goch a well-known 
ridge scramble leading to Snowdon's summit.  When we arrived 
at the top of the pass after a 20 minute drive, the cloud there 
was so thick you could only just see to the other side of the car 
park. 



The weather was 
forecast to clear 
around midday, but 
by then we would 
have been halfway 
round the route. 
There seemed little 
point in taking the 
Explorers up when 
we would not have 
been able to see 
anything, and the 
only benefit would 
b e  p r a c t i s i n g       

navigation in mist and getting absolutely soaked as well.  It was 
also very windy there and would probably have been too windy 
to go up via the ridge route anyway.  So we would have had to 
take a less exciting route.  This prompted a quick review of the 
plan and we decided to return back to the Hafod area where 
the weather had been better when we left.  
From the hostel we set off to conquer the Gribyn Ridge which 
would lead us up to the 2 Glyder summits above the Devil's 
Kitchen. The weather was better here at the start, but              
unfortunately deteriorated as we got towards the top of the 
ridge, it was very windy and raining. As some of the waterproofs 
were leaking the decision was made to return back down to Llyn 
Blochwyd and we walked around Llyn Idwal in intermittent sun, 
which just shows how variable the weather can be in high moun-
tain areas. This enabled the Explorers to get a real feel of all the 
different kinds of weather which can be experienced in the 
mountains and how quickly it can change and cause    prob-
lems for the unprepared.

This term we have held two extremely successful district Explorer 
social events. The first being Playzone at Havant, which is         
basically a giant indoor ballpark.  Yes, Explorers like this kind of 
thing as well as younger members of the movement.  In the   
second half of the term we held an evening at Mega Bowl in 
Shirley where teams of Explorers played tenpin bowling. Both 
were extremely well supported by Explorers, with all the units   



being represented.

Our regular Duke of Edinburgh's award programme continues. 
The year kicked off as usual with an expedition training weekend 
based at Lockerley Scout headquarters.  This year the event was 
run by Mike Baxter and John Papworth and available to Scout 
participants from all over Hampshire. The Explorers are busy plan-
ning bronze practice and final hikes, and silver practice hikes on 
Exmoor and final expeditions on Dartmoor. For those of us who 
like to be in the mountains, supervising these is always great fun 
and a pleasure, and I look forward to it.

Coming up for the future we are looking at a possible joint unit 
district Explorer summer camp on Brownsea Island, and our  
regular London Monopoly activity in the late Autumn.

Our new latest Romsey District Explorer unit based at Kings    
Somborne is now in operation. They have attended several    
district events and numbers are slowly growing.  Our grateful 
thanks to Ed Norton for taking on the Explorer Scout Leader role. 
A great success. 
The number of Explorers at Apaches (based at Wellow) is        
increasing again which is very pleasing.  Mitch previously an ASL 
took out a warrant as joint Explorer Scout Leader there earlier this 
year, which has greatly strengthened the leadership team. 
Again our grateful thanks to Mitch.  Georgia Harris and Rob 
Molinaux will continue as leaders at the unit. 
We are also still  searching for an Assistant Explorer Scout Leader 
to help Andrew Sillence, the ESL at Lockerley.  If anyone has any 
ideas please do let me or Andrew know.

Robin Taylor-Milton
District Explorer Scout Leader

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Romsey District Gang Show 2011

Jean Beauchamp raised the prospect of a District Gang Show a year 
ago and it was agreed that if we could obtain an appropriate booking 
at the Crosfield Hall, we would produce one.  The show 2 years before 
had raised  some funds for the Dr Peter Community Centre, but more 
importantly it had been very good for the youngsters taking part.    As 
you watch them rehearsing, you can see their self-confidence grow 
and by the end of the last show, they are walking on air.  The great 



feeling of achievement after doing something well and it being       
appreciated by others is great practice for what life throws at them as 
adults.  It was a great show, the young people excelled themselves 
and we made nearly �1,000 for the Dr Peter Community Centre.

AND FROM 10TH TALK�..

Leaders from 10th Romsey Scout Group met up to decide on what our 
performance would be this year and our thanks to Akela Steve    
Woodrow who came up with the idea of The Wizard of Oz.  Not only 
did he have the idea but had the whole sketch planned out. So with a 
few more ideas thrown in we invited Cubs and Beavers to our        
rehearsals. Some were very keen to have a major part whilst others 
were very happy to have a smaller role and gradually over a couple of 
weeks it all came together.

We managed to get some parents involved as well and it was thanks 
to Amanda Ingoe for our fantastic backdrop.
Finally after costumes were made, songs learnt and we were ready 
for the dress rehearsal. Still a few doubts about Dorothy � would she 
remember her lines, where to stand when and to sing. Why did we 
worry Dorothy aka Archie Peel was the star of the show even        
managing to carry on when 2 of our songs were missed out during the 



matinee performance. By the evening performance �she� was a true 
star along with all the other characters.

Well done all of you we were proud of you all.  What a great time we 
all had.

Julie Foster
Beaver Scout Leader, !0th Romsey, Maple Colony

�����������������..

Calling all Pioneers
Sunday 3rd July 2011 will be the date this year for the Mayor�s 
Picnic in the Memorial Park, Romsey, run by the Rotary Club of 
Romsey Test   Once again we have been invited to provide our 
assault course to give fun to lots of children and the chance to 
earn ourselves some money.
Capable pioneers (able to do a strong square lashing) will be 
needed from 9am to 1pm to help with the assembly of the 
course. Other helpers will be needed from 1pm to 5pm to super-
vise the assault course as children climb all over it, and anyone 
and everyone will be needed to clear up as quickly as possible 
from 5pm to 6pm.
Anyone able to help should contact David Sutton, either on 
email at david.sutton4@ntlworld.com or by phone to 07743 
327025. 
Thank you.


















