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District Diary Dates W/@ @ ]D S/ |/ SCOUtS
May : \\ be prepared « o+ «
Mon 3rd Car Wash—Exp 10am-4pm  10th H.Q. ‘ \) —
Tues 11th Pulborough Briefin 130 Red Cross Centre . .
Thar 13 g AGM%& BB( ! g .. The Newsletter for Romsey District Scouting
Thur 13th Exp Pushball Comp. 1—930  6th HQ. - :
W/e 15/16th Exp & Scout Caving County Somerset Edition 482  http://www.romseyscouts.org/ May 2010
Sun 16th Exp Kayaking Fun Day afternoon  Lakeside, Eastleigh
Mon 17t Dist Explorer Leaders Mtg  8.00pm  2IstH.Q. Cub Packs Join for Swashbuckling Adventure
Thur 20th District Exec I45pm 9% HQ. Cubs from 10™ Romsey Sioux and 15™ North Baddesley Cub Packs
June . joined for their 4™ annual sleepover during the Easter holidays.
W/e 4/5/6th County Trek Cart (Exp & Netwk) Wilverley Cottage
Mon Tth SAS—TSocial 8.00 pm  Sun Inn, Romsey Leaders started arriving at 10™s hall from early afternoon, to
Fri 11th 21st AGM .00 2st H.0. transform the venue into one fit to set saill 40 Pirates were
Sat 12th 15th AGM—+ games dpm...... 15th H.0. expected at 6.30pm and they are never late! With rooms cleared,
W/e 12/13th Netw & Leaders Caving County . activities sorted and the Jolly Roger flying outside, the hall was
S“_“ I3th District Leaders Day & BB( Eastleigh Lakes suitably decorated with all manner of pirate decoration. The Cubs
Fri 18th L1th AGM th HO. arrived and were duly presented with their special event pirate
W/e 18/20th Pulborough Trophy . .
. . scarf and woggle and then it was time to settle down and watch a
Sat 19th Canoeing 930....  Eastleigh S Lake
. . DVD. Hook, released before all of the Cubs, and most of our
Mon 21st Canoeing 1.30 Eastleigh N Lake Expl hel b q b
Fri 25th SES—20:20 Cricket 7.00 Rose Bowl xplorer helpers, were born proved fo be a
Sat 26th Longleat—Beavers & Cubs 8 am Romsey Bus Stn great success, as did the home made popcorn.
Mon 28th Canoeing 130 Eastleigh N Lake This allowed the leader team to make final
July o O arrangements for the followings days' treasure
Fri 2nd 100th District AGM Town Hall 3 hunt and activities. After supper the lights
Sun 4th Mayors Picnic Memorial Park w were turned out and silence followed shortly
- I afterwards.
© ©

WOODSMOKE

CONGRATULATION

s Articles for the next edition to Liz Holloway by 15th May 2009 please.
To Darren Reed, our District Commissioner, for 18 Cherville Street, Romsey, SO51 8FD
being awarded the Silver Acorn in this years Tel: 01794 514597 E Mail: liz@lizholloway.f2s.com

Further information on any aspect of Romsey Scouting from
District Chairman: John Stevens 023 8077 2973
District Commissioner: Darren Reed 023 8042 8244

Scouting honours.




The Cubs awoke early on Saturday morning and after packing their
kit, morning exercise was provided on the field followed by a
superb breakfast, prepared by DCSL Jacky. Each crew team was
then sent out with a leader to find the treasure. 40 questions, a
walk around the Woodley estate and an hour and a half later, they
were rewarded with gold bullion for their efforts. Afternoon
activities consisted of erecting a dining shelter, lighting a fire and
toasting a marshmallow, various team games, walking the plank with
pillows, and air rifle shooting, with a 'find the treasure’, similar to
spot the ball. We then had various silly sports before dinner,
before we all donned our pirate outfit for a big campfire. Not
surprisingly, the Cubs were asleep very early.

Sunday dawned bright and after another brilliant breakfast the
Cubs were entertained by James and Andy Pudney, in various
fitness and martial art moves. All too soon final flag down arrived.
All participants and helpers were presented with a sleepover
badge.

Many thanks to all who made it a success.
Martyn Blake, Baloo, 10th Romsey Sioux Pack
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SEXTANT TROPHY

On the Sunday, whilst at Winter Camp at Pinsent, Winchester,
the Sextant Trophy hike was held. Each scout group took part
and had to hike to nine bases, following a map with grid refer-
ences noted. On arrival at each base, times needed to be
recorded, as did compass bearings and directions. There were
several questions that also had to be answered relating to
places we had passed. After a freezing day on the Saturday the
rain came in on the Sunday stayed with us for most of the day.
Everyone taking part had an enjoyable time and it was good to
work in a group as a team. Some very wet and muddy scouts
returned to the main camp (no-one got lost) after having packed
lunch en route. After breaking camp, awards were announced
and we learned that we had won by as little as 30 points!

Stephen Smith, Patrol Leader, 6th Romsey (Lockerley) Scouts

Romsey Abbey Spring Clean

It was a case of many hands make light work as Beavers
Cubs and Scouts Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from
Romsey District met on Saturday 20th March to help spring
clean Romsey Abbey. Was it something to do with the prom-
ise of chips for lunch that meant we had such a good turn
out?

We were met by Chris Harpham who allocated jobs to every-
one. The older Scouts and Guides donned safety gear and face
masks before ascending the spiral staircases into the narrow
passageways above us to clean the windows of dust, spiders
and dead flies. Brownies had the delicate task of cleaning the
brass light fittings and Beavers and Cubs set to polish the
pews, choir stalls, and just about anything that didn’t move!

I am not sure what visitors to the Abbey thought about see-
ing the young people busying themselves around, nor the
powerful aroma of polish but I hope they could see and
benefit from all the hard work being put in. Well done to
everyone it was :

great fun.

Our thanks tof =
Romsey Co-op for |
donating our mid ‘
morning snack of
squash, fruit and
biscuits and to
Romsey Abbey |
Mother’s Union for |
preparing it.

Adrian Hargreaves ™
a Romsey Abbey bell ringer took some of the young people up
to the bell tower and they had the rare opportunity of ringing

one of the Abbey bells.

Julie Foster
BSL, 10th Romsey, Maple Colony



While the mayor was signing the certificates, the District Team
served refreshments to all.

Beaver Scouts

Jaden King, Harry Applegarth, Harry Lees, Filip Hargreaves,
Edward Osborne, Alexander Clothier, Alex Jones, Matthew Rudd,
Jonathan Palmer, George Wightman, Laura Johnson, Alex Lee,
Ryan Pollard, Jonathan McFaull, Ryan Dando, Daniel Banks,
Rowan Masterman, Ryan Jamieson, James Wilkins, Jack Darnton,
Adam Peacock, Luke Templeman, Lawrence Brooks, Timothy Hatt
and Joseph Hatt.

Cub Scouts

Harrison Brock, Christopher Harwood, Arthur Lazarus, Jonty
Loveless, Samuel Noakes, Alexander Scott-Duncan, Ryan Blake,
Robert Darby, Tom Parker, William Urben, Joshua
Cambourouplas, Steven Dade, Robin Hanson, George Vickers,
Jasmin Elliott, Sophia Elliott, Harry Seal, Samuel Holigan, Oliver
Waggott, Jordan Savage, Stephen Scott, Jonah Stephens and Ben
Yea. Jacky Betteridge DCSL

Bank Holiday Monday
3rd May 2010

10" Woodley Scout
Hut Car Park

10am -4pm

Profits go towards
sending Explorers from
Romsey to World Scout

Jamboree 2011 in Sweden!

RON GENGE
Ron Genge, who died in April, was the ||
GSL of 15" Romsey (North Baddesley)
Group from 1954 until 1968, and was
responsible for reviving the group which [
had been in the doldrums for some
years.

Encouraged by Dr Peter Johnson, who

was District Commissioner at that time,
Ron set up a parents committee and
recruited a number of people to come i
and help. The group meeting place at £
that time was a building known as the
‘Red Hut’ which still stands today on the
right of Nutburn Lane as you go up
towards the vicarage when leaving Baddesley. When Ron started it
had no light, heat or toilets and meetings took place with Tilley lamps.

During Ron’s time as GSL they raised funds and, with a lot of self-help
created a new headquarters for the group in Fleming Avenue. | arrived
from previously scouting in Southampton to join the group as an ASL
just as they were finishing their new building. Once they had moved in
the old building remained in use a the Venture Unit headquarters.

Ron ran many camps with the group travelling into Dorset and
Wiltshire and camping on the land of friendly farmers, which was
where most troops camped in those days. He was also involved with
Dr Peter in a memorable district camp at Fishlake where they
constructed a raft bridge across the water, as shown in the photograph
with Ron sitting on the bridge.

Ron left scouting in 1968 when he moved with his wife Pat to Romsey,
where he became a founder member of the Romsey Society and their
. ‘Mr Footpaths”. In 1993

k he received the Town
Mayor’s  Environmental
i Award for his work.

He is survived by his wife
; ,:“ Pat who still lives in
e Romsey and his son
== Chris who lives in Berk-

shire.
David Sutton
Vice President



FOUNDERS DAY

The District Founders Day celebration was held this year at
Pinsent Campsite, both as an attempt to try something different
and to make use of the Scouts being on District Winter Camp
there that weekend. The creative minds at the 3rd came up with a
Scouts Own based on the themes of 'Why I do Scouting" and
'What Scouting does for us' by taking in a sketch, prayers,
reflection on the recent Romsey Scout conference and BP's Last
Message.

We were thankful for the efforts in getting the campfire lit on the
night, as the Scouts who were camping will agree that it would
have been freezing cold otherwise. A special mention also needs
to go to the Scouts who took part in the Scouts Own, those who
weren't looking forward to public speaking and the providers of
hot chocolate and cake afterwards. It was a successful event
which made both Scouts and Leaders alike think about Scouting,
why we are involved and how far we have come since we were
founded over 100 years ago."

James Child, ASL 3rd Romsey

Winter Camp

This year it was held at the end of half term from 19th—21st
February at Pinsent, Campsite, Winchester. Scouts from across
the district arrived from
6pm on the Friday fo
the challenge of erect
ing tents in the dark and §
unpacking before a late @&
supper of burgers and g
hot chocolate. Every-
one then refired to their &
tents just as the frost was
taking hold. t
It was freezing! First §
nights of camp are
always the coldest but this making dampers

Our winning menu was breasts of wild woodpigeon served on spring leaf salad with
baked potatoes and a side order of spitroasted wild rabbit, followed by baked apples
with raisins and demerara sugar and chocolate bananas. We constructed a fully
working rotatin s[;lit with our pioneering skills and we were the only Patrol to have a
cross pit fire, which we were told was quite impressive.

We must express a big thank you to everyone who helped make the competition
possible and also congratulate the other teams of scouts and %uides who took part. An
even bigger thank you must cFO to the judges Mr and Mrs Stevens and Mr and Mrs
Bourne, who not only marked the teams on their menus and Ipreparation skills but
all]so dwere brave enough to try some rather special and unusual culinary delights on
the day.

Stephen Smith, Patrol Leader

MAYOR PRESENTS CERTIFICATES

The Council chamber at Romsey Town Hall was packed for a
presentation of Scouting Certificates at the end of March. The
Beavers and Cubs were from Romsey District which covers
Bramshaw, North Baddesley, Lockerley, Nursling and Rownhams,
King’s Somborne, Woodley and Crampmoor, West Wellow,
Braishfield and Romsey Town. Town Mayor, John Ray, presented
25 Beaver Scouts with their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award and 23
Cub Scouts with the Chief Scout’s Silver Award.

Assistant District Commissioner for beavers, Sally Kerson, praised
the Beavers for the hard work they had put into achieving the
award. There are 6 challenges the Beavers are required to
complete — Promise, Fitness, Creative, Global, Outdoor and
Friendship, which this year their good turn was to raise money for
‘George’s Trust’.

Assistant District Commissioner for Cubs, Janice Waterman,
commended the Cubs for the work they had put in to achieve the
award, the highest in the Cub section. The Challenges required
complete the award are — Promise, Community, Creative, Fitness,
Global and Outdoor.

District Commissioner, Darren Reed, thanked John Ray for
presenting the certificates and added his congratulations for all
that they had achieved. He also expressed his gratitude to the
leaders, parents, grandparents and head teachers, who had played
their part in encouraging the young people in their efforts.



District Cooking Competition

On Saturday 6th March six brave teams from Romsey ventured to
Pinsent campsite to test their cooking skills with a backwoods theme.
Each had to prepare a two course meal and cook it without pots, pans
or utensils over a trench fire. From within the fog of smoke some
excellent food was created ranging from pigeon to home made burgers
to baked fish. Teams were scored on nutrition, cost, teamwork, safety,
hygiene as well as the quantity, quality and presentation of their food.

The scores were extremely close but The Scudgers were victorious with
90 points, followed painfully close by the
Dolphins with 89 points and Ashanti
with 87. The judges were exceedingly
impressed with the range of meals
prepared and the quality that was
* produced.

& A glistening new trophy was presented
to the Scudgers, which we hope will be
challenged next year - there will be a
different theme with some new
challenges so we'll see you there!

Paul Bourne DSL

And from the Scudgers.......

On Saturday 6" March Romsey District hosted its first Annual Cooking competition
jointly with Romsey Division Guides.

The event was held at Pinsent Campsite Winchester from 10 til 2pm. There were teams
from both the Scouts & Guides throughout Romsey District. It was a backwoods
cooking theme with everything having to be cooked over a fire lit using only back-
woods utensils and with no help from leaders. Before the competition teams had to
shop to a budget of £2 per head for each team member and prepare a two course
meal and compile a menu noting nutritional information for each course.

Lcokerley entered two enthusiastic teams and my team included myself and Max
Skinner and Phoebe Haste. We had 4 hours from check-in in which to gather
firewood, light a fire, show hy%iene, prepare our food, cook a main meal & hot
dessert, wash-up, clear up and have a site inspection — It was an extremely close
competition, our Lockerley team beat the Woodley Guides by a single point and with
Braishfield Scouts 4 points behind in third - so it goes to show that every single point
really does count..

really was the coldest night. Temperatures plummeted to -5°
and those of us who did manage to sleep awoke on Saturday
morning to find frost inside as well as outside of the tents. After a
hearty cooked breakfast we split into groups and set off to com-
plete various activities. These included fire lighting, archery,
making dampers, network tfeam challenges, river rope chal-
lenge. In the evening after tea, we celebrated Founders Day
combined with an evening campfire. This years Founders Day
service was organised by 3rd Romsey (Braishfield). They per-
formed a sketch in front of fellow Scouts, Leaders and parents
about what it means to be a Scout.
Sunday was the Sextant Trophy and break of camp. Despite the
cold weather and rain on Sunday, which meant breaking camp
a more arduous task, a brilliant time was had by all who at-
tended. Thank you to all the leaders and helpers who made the
camp possible.

Sarah-Jayne Smith, 6th Romsey (Lockerley) Scouts

Winter Camp—from a different perspective

We set up camp on Friday night in the dark and after meeting
everyone settled down for a very cold night. Despite
temperatures of -5 we were in high spirits for a hearty
breakfast - sausages, egg, beans and hash browns, which was
devoured by Scouts and leaders alike. After washing up had
been done there was a bit of free time before flag break and
activities. The whistle was blown for flag break and everyone
gathered round to break flag and find out about the activities.

Scouts split up into their groups and the day began. There were
five activities going including canal skills (rope throwing), bread
twisters, fire lighting, problem solving/casualty evacuation and
archery. After two activities in the morning it was lunchtime for
everyone so a quick wash of hands and straight to lunch. The
cooks had been hard at work cutting cheese, bread, ham the
full works for a great sandwich. After lunch it was straight back
into doing the last three activities.

By 5pm everyone had completed these and has some free time
before dinner. Dinner was served right on time at 5.30pm,



which was pasta bolognese and rice pudding for dessert.
Following dinner the heavens opened and it started to rain,
which didn’t look good for the camp fire. In fact for about 10-20
minutes it was actually snowing!! Thankfully the snow stopped
falling and the camp fire and founders day celebrations could go
ahead with cake and hot chocolate round the camp fire. It was
early to bed for a few and unfortunately we had to say good
bye to a couple of others. The second night was not as cold so
most rested well for the day ahead.

Day Two:

Sunday Morning and after a couple of light showers the
sunshine soon brought some smiles back. There was plenty of
time for another good breakfast before we were off on the
Sextant Trophy. Teams were given a map and compass and
needed to navigate to bases to earn points — further points were
gained by answering questions along the route and for taking
bearings.

6th Lockerly took the winning spot but a great effort was made
with some excellent skills demonstrated. The fastest team took
just 4 hours to complete the course! After some lunch around
the campfire we needed to strike the camp before flag down
and the Trophy presentation. It was a hard camp but a good
time was had and many lessons were learned. Well done all.

Paul Bourne, ADSL

Burn’s Night

Friday 22" of Jan saw Burn’s Night celebrated in style at
Lockerley HQ with Lockerley Scouts welcoming Kings
Somborne to their troop night.

Tim Waterman (Somborne Scout Leader) arranged for
Rory McClenagan a Scottish piper to come and pipe in the
Haggis. The Haggis was then addressed as tradition
denotes by one of Lockerley’s Scout dads Brian Davidson,

TRAINING FOR DENMARK

On the 19th-21st March, | went on a camp at Lyons copse for the first Den-
mark 2011 training weekend. Denmark 2011 is a camping trip  organised by
Hampshire County Scouts/Explorers which coincides with the World Scout
Jamboree; we will visit the site in Sweden during our stay in Denmark along
with a wide variety of other activities and international opportunities.

Although it was really wet and muddy, we all had a great time. The Friday
evening was dedicated to putting up tents in the pouring rain then playing
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Saturday was an activity packed day including a session on knives and wood,
teamwork exercises and our first (for some) encounter with  petrol stoves.
Then, we had the gruelling task of thinking about our contingents ¢ there will
be 30 people in each. The names are: flaming dragons, fireflies and jelly
beans. After dinner, we set out on what turned out to be a very short wide
game, returning back to the hut to fall asleep in front of a movie.

Sunday, we were back in our contingents to think about badge design, t-shirt
design and fund raising. After lunch, it was time to pack up the tents as the
rain had stopped for what seemed like the first time all weekend, and to
leave, just as the sun was coming out.

We all made loads of friends and learnt new skills that we will develop to
make the Denmark trip a lifetime opportunity. The only problem: - each con-
tingent only has 8-10 people in. Therefore, there is an opportunity for
anyone aged 14 ¢ 18 at the time of the camp ¢ 29" July to 7" August 2011
tojoinin.

Anyone interested in the Romsey area or close by will be part of the jelly
bean contingent!!!! This is so fundraising will be quicker and you can make
friends. The trip costs £999 but will there will be fundraising opportunities to
help with the cost and it includes the training camps and equipment.

The training camps are on;

15th-17th Oct. 2010 at Runways End (venue to be confirmed)

18th-20th March 2011 at Cricket Camp

3rd-5th June 2011 at Ferny Crofts

Depart for Denmark 29th July 2011

You can find more information and download application forms at http://
denmark2011.org.uk/

Louise McCann, Draco Explorers



10th Do Their Bit

Whilst the 10th Romsey Scout Group were camping at
Linkenholt, a particularly rural part of North Hampshire in May
2009 a Cub had a deep cut to the knee and had need of an
ambulance. The Air Ambulance was on the scene in less than
10 minutes. The casualty was treated on the ground by
paramedics then air lifted to hospital.

As a result of using this essential service, 10th Romsey held a
fun day fund -raiser as a way of saying thank you and collected
£464.19. The Scout Group was invited to visit Thruxton, the
home of the HIOWAA in order to present the cheque and to
have a look around.

So, ten representatives from 10th Romsey comprising two
Beavers, two Cubs, two Scouts and four Leaders made their
way to Thruxton. The weather was a little unkind with rain and

a cold wind but the group were shown around the helicopter

and were even allowed to sit inside. Next it was a look at the
hangar and the offices that make up the operational base. It

was staggering to hear that £92,000 is needed every month to
keep the service going, that's £5 per minute, so every little
helps.

Sue Edwards, BSL 10th Romsey, Sequoia Colony

who recited one of Burns’
best loved poems before
cutting the haggis. Both
looked super dressed in their
full Scottish

regalia.

Everyone then sat down to a
meal of haggis and ‘tatties
and neeps’ (potatoes, swede
and turnip) prepared and
cooked by Sue Smith. After
our filling meal and recital of
traditional Scottish poetry and
songs and some Scottish jokes the ‘Highland Games
began!

Outside with camp fire blazing the main games were held
which we were told were traditionally known as "The
Heavies" we competed in groups at Toss the Caber, Stone
Put, Hammer Throw, Weight-over-Bar and the Sheaf Toss
and then being Scouts and because we like to do things a
little different we held our own micro Highland Games
inside the HQ which we called "The Lights" and it was
certainly a giggle. We tossed the mini caber (drinking
straw), mini hammer throw (rubber ear plug stuck in a
cocktail stick), mini shot putt which was a cotton wool ball.
Lots of Scouts definitely need to practice these before next
year!

Special thank yous go to Rory McClenagan and Brian
Davidson for giving up their time to get the evening off to a
super start, to Sue (our mum) for her cooking (she’s
always in the kitchen!) and to Tim Waterman, Andrew
Smith and Peter Grimes for organizing the evenings fun
events.

Sarah-Jayne & Stephen Smith
6™ Romsey, Lockerley



9th Go Underground

Ten Scouts from West Wellow, 2 leaders (Angela and Rob), together
with Brian ( a parent) came along on a glorious Sunday morning. We
had hired a mini bus from Test Valley Community Services and made
good time arriving at Burrington Combe, a scenic valley in the Mendip
Hills.

A

After meeting our guides, dressing in the appropriate gear and being
given helmets and belts, we were off. Split into two groups we went
down Goatchurch cavern in the morning - via The Coffin, Water

cavern to name a few.

Breaking for lunch, we then visited two of the other caves - Pierres Pot
being one of them.

After stopping for refreshments on the way home we arrived back at
HQ weary but planning for the second part of the Badge work later in
the summer.

Angela Evans, GSL, 9th Romsey

Note

Goatchurch cavern is a good introduction to caving. With two
entrances it has easy access and a wide range of terrain that does not
necessitate the use of special equipment such as ropes or ladders.
The two entrances add interest, as cavers can do a round trip,
although many of the surfaces within are polished and as a result

slippery.

BEAVERS GET SPORTY!

Monday 15th March 10th Romsey Sequoia Beavers visited 1st
Romsey Beavers at their meeting. As it was 'Sport Relief' Week
the meeting had a sporting theme - the Red Sock Challenge.

The boys were divided into three groups to do the following
activities. Some went outside to have a go at sock puft and
keepy-upys, some practised skipping and hula hoop in the Hall
while the third group worked out a variety of word searches and
crosswords with sporting words. By the end of the evening every-
one had fried all the activities. The improvement in skipping skills
over the evening was most impressive!

While the boys had tuck they told each other jokes.

It was a shame some of Sequoia Beavers were unable to come,
but some inevitably have other commitments when a meeting
night is changed for a joint meeting. Those who were able to
come were given a Red Sock Challenge Certificate to mark the
occasion.

Many thanks to Leaders Jane O'Brien and Harriet Lindsey for
making us welcome and organising the activities.
Sue Edwards, BSL, 10th Romsey, Sequoia Colony

PUILBOROUGH TROPHY

Each year the Scout Section holds a camping competition called the
Pulborough Trophy along with a pioneering competition for the Ialn
Grainger Trophy. The Pulborough Trophy 2010 will be taking place on
the weekend of the 18 -20th June at Lyons Copse, nr Botley.

The briefing for Patrol Leaders will take place on Tuesday 11™" May at
the Red Cross Centre, Great Well Drive, Romsey commencing at 1930
for about 45 minutes. Full information about the event will appear on
the district website at http://romseyscouts.org/

We are, as ever, looking for support from leaders to help judge at the
event — just some camping experience needed — we will help those
new to the event by pairing them with an experienced judge.

If you are able to help, please contact the camp leader, Mike Baxter.
Michael Baxter,

h: 01252 403890 m: 07979 334679

e: mk.baxter@virgin.net



