
The Newsletter for Romsey District Scouting

Edition 496 http://www.romseyscouts.org/ Christmas 2011

WOODSMOKE
Articles for the next edition to Liz Holloway by 15th Jan 2012 please.

18 Cherville Street, Romsey, SO51 8FD 
Tel: 01794 514597 E Mail: liz@lizholloway.f2s.com

Further information on any aspect of Romsey Scouting from
District Chairman: John Stevens 023 8077 2973

District Commissioner: Darren Reed 023 8042 8244

��
��

�
��

� ���
�

�
��
�

http://www.romseyscouts.org/


��
�
�
��
��
�
�
��

DC Steps Down!
After what will be almost 8 years since I said yes to 
taking on the role of District Commissioner I have 
come to the decision to stand down and let some-
one else take over.  As you can imagine this is not 
an easy decision and I would like to say that on 
more than one occasion I considered staying, but 
in the end change is necessary in order to pro-
gress.  During my deliberations I took the time to 
review what I do as DC, what I enjoy doing (they 
are very different) and what I would like to do.  
While the various lists I will keep to myself, one 
thing that came out was the need to be able to provide a worthwhile 
contribution to Scouting.  Many of us sit on committees or in meetings 
and wonder why we are there and it is this one element that I think we 
should all consider from time to time.
That said I have decided to stand down and I must say that I have  
enjoyed my time supporting the leaders and members of Romsey   
District during my time and I would like to thank you all for helping me, 
supporting me and generally ensuring I was reminded from time to 
time to write something.
I will not say goodbye just yet as I will not be stepping down until the 
31st March 2012 at the earliest so we still have a lot to do and prepare 
for in the coming months.  I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Yours
Darren.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Darren Reed : a brief Scouting History
Darren was born and brought up in Ashington, Northumberland, at the age of 
10 � he joined the 1st Hirst Scouts, part of the Ashington & Newbiggin District. 
His relative late start to Scouting was no surprise but his parents soon        
followed with his Dad becoming a Scout Leader and his Mum went on to     
become ADC Beavers. During his time at 1st Hirst he gained his Chief Scouts 
Award at 15 and then moved on to Venture Scouts.  Whilst at Ventures he 
also got his Queens� Scout Award and travelled to Coventry to receive his  
certificate before eventually going to Windsor for the annual Queen Scout  
parade. When too old for Ventures, Darren initially became Assistant Scout 
Leader at 1st Hirst, then Venture Scout Leader, then Scout Leader. Over this 



period, he was also part of a County Service Crew maintaining their local 
county campsite and became involved in two international camps hosted in 
Northumberland.
In 1989, Darren headed south and took a break from Scouting until 1991 when 
he joined the Overton Scout Group, in Basingstoke West District, as Assistant 
Scout Leader. After 3� years Darren headed further south and on the 19th July 
1995 joined the 10th Romsey (Woodley and Crampmoor) as an Assistant 
Scout Leader and after only a year, he became Scout Leader there. Following 
changes in Scouting, Darren took the opportunity to become Explorer Scout 
Leader with Romsey District�s newly created Tomahawk Explorer Scout Unit 
for 14 to 18 year olds. In October 2002 he also became District Explorer Scout 
Commissioner.  
Following the resignation of Steve Woodrow, Darren became the Districts 16th

District Commissioner in September 2004. A DC�s appointment initially lasts 
for five years but can, subject to a review by the County Commissioner, last for 
ten years but rarely beyond that. Darren�s first five years saw some of the most 
momentous events in the history of Romsey Scouts other than during wartime. 
Some of the highlights were, meeting the Queen during the Charter            
celebrations, attending the county camp at New Park in the New Forest in  
August 2007 as part of the world wide celebrations of Scouting�s first 100 
years. The amazing 2008 District camp at Broadlands to mark Romsey      
District�s 100 years. The last two years have been dominated by the quest to 
build what is now known as the Dr Peter Centre and  Darren�s experience in 
project planning and construction was invaluable in bring the project to      
completion.
Darren�s contribution to Romsey Scouts was recognised by the awarding of a 
silver acorn and at the recent opening of the Dr Peter Centre Adam Jollans, 
County Commissioner, presented Darren with his 25 year service award.
So what of the future, Darren says he�s not going too far away. He will no 
doubt continue with his County training role and that of training advisor, but as 
for anything else well we will just have to wait and see�

John Stevens
Chairman, District Executive Committee

With thanks to Claire Sutton for the information regarding Darren�s early      
history.



The Search Begins�...

Following the decision by Darren to stand down as District  
Commissioner, we are now engaged in the difficult task of    
finding Darren�s replacement. 
The District Commissioners role is to manage and support the 
Scout District to ensure it runs effectively and that Scouting 
within the District develops in accordance with the rules and 
policies of the Scout Association. Ensuring that the District    
provides good quality Scouting for young people and proactively 
supports and manages adults in the District. 
Romsey is a District of over 100 square miles, a large part of 
which is rural from Nursling on the edge of Southampton, where 
many of the members come from the city, to the Wiltshire border 
in the north east. There are nine groups, active Explorer and 
Young Leader Units, a developing Scout Network and a Support 
section. With over 800 members, the District is home to one of 
the largest Groups in the County and another Group that is 
probably the world�s oldest surviving Troop. 
Despite its long history Romsey is a forward looking District that 
works closely with County and Gilwell to ensure that we remain 
at the forefront of providing our members with quality Scouting. 
We actively support the County Youth Council and encourage 
youth involvement in every aspect of the District activities. 
Despite this we are not complacent and there are plenty of   
challenges for a new District Commissioner. Formulating a five 
year plan, increasing the scope of training, special needs       
provision and recruitment and retention are some of the          
priorities for the next few years. The new Dr Peter Centre, a  
facility shared with the 1st Romsey, will enable the running of 
more events that will benefit the whole District. 
I am asking everyone for their support and encourage them to 
enquire widely if any family member, friend, relation, local     
worthy or work colleague would be interested in the DC role.
Please feel free to cast your net as widely as possible, although 
it�s highly likely that the new DC will come from within Romsey 



District it is possible that, if they have all the appropriate skills 
and qualities, he or she could come from outside Scouting.
The whole search process is highly confidential with names of 
the unsuccessful candidates and members of the search party 
never being made public.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions 
about the DC role, the search party process or require the appli-
cation paper work.

John Stevens
Chairman, District Executive Committee

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~

SCOUTS RIDING ALONG ON THE CREST OF A WAVE!

Only this time they rode on the crest of an airwave.
On Monday 24th October Romsey Scouts and some of their Leaders took a 
break from preparing their new Dr Peter Centre for use and celebrated Diggers 
Day �11. This was not a day to celebrate their cousins down under but a day to 
celebrate the life of the late Peter �Diggers� Digby.
Peter Digby was a Scout Leader at 21st Romsey Nursling & Rownhams and an 
Assistant District Commissioner for Romsey Scouts before his untimely death 
in 2002.  Each year Scouts from Romsey District take part in a special activity 



day, undertaking unusual and challenging activities to celebrate Peter�s      
immense enthusiasm for active Scouting.  In previous years the Scouts have 
canoed, dragon boated, pot holed, enjoyed street sports, rocket-ball and 
climbing - all challenging activities that give the young people a great          
experience and new found confidence. 
So this year a convoy of two minibuses and a support car, with 30 Scouts, 6 
Leaders and helpers left Romsey shortly before 6.30am and headed north 
east up the M3 heading for North London Skydiving Centre which is just     
outside the village of March in Cambridgeshire.  On arrival the Scouts were 
divided into four groups for the rest of the day�s activities. In turn each group 
were given up close and personal tours by Adam of the club�s twin Otter    
aircraft, how parachute�s work and the hanger with the hovercraft.  Sadly the 
wind speed was too high for them to safely pilot the hovercraft. They also   
undertook games and challenges including making and flying gliders and      
Frisbee golf.
The high spot of the day was the �free flying� sessions in the wind tunnel.   

Before undertaking this hugely exciting activity each group was kitted out with 
goggles, a safety helmet and overalls with sewn in handles, they were also 



supplied with ear plugs. They were all then taught the basics of free fall flying, 
shown how to communicate with their instructor and the all-important safety 
briefing.  When ready the group made the short walk to the wind tunnel, a nine 
foot diameter vertically mounted fan above which is a mesh floor. That is    
enclosed in a Perspex wall with a net over the top to stop flyers popping out 
the top.
Once shut in the tunnel with the instructor the �flying Scout� lays on the mesh 
floor in the free fall position. As the speed of the fan is increased the Scout is 
lifted off the floor and begins to fly. Flying over four feet above the floor      
presents its own challenges not least of which is staying level. Yo, the        
instructor, really earned her crust that day lifting heads, adjusting arms and 
pushing down legs. All of which helped the �flying Scout� to improve their  
aerodynamics and, as you can see from the photographs, many were able 
achieve a few moments of independent flight.
Before heading home Adam gave the whole group a talk about parachuting 
and a demonstration of parachute packing � as one Scout said �how on earth 
do they fit all that in such a small bag?!�.  If you�ve seen Scouts pack away 
their tents his wonder would have been self-explanatory!
The homeward journey was not without incident, a slight hiccup at Fleet     
services with a minibus not ready to start back home!  We would like to thank 
the recovery driver, who was a former Scout, for getting us back on the road.
�After a long day, everyone got home tired but with many happy memories�, 
said Sarah Beaman, District Scout Leader, �next year we would like to spend 
Diggers Day on a tall ship; has anyone got one we can borrow?�
A huge thank you to Yo, Gregg, Alan and the North London Skydiving Centre 
for a fantastic day, everyone who took part flew for at least 4 minutes � that is 
equivalent to 6 actual skydives!  What an experience!
And what did the Scouts and parents think about it?
Thank you!!!!!  I had the most 'amazing' day � especially the 'wobbly cheeks' 

and 'dribbling' in the wind tunnel!!
Thank you very much for taking the Scouts and arranging the day.  I know 

how much hard work you (and everyone else) put in and as a parent I 
just want to say how much it's appreciated.  I hope all the leaders arrived 
home safe and sound and a big thank you to everyone.

Thank you to all the leaders involved.  I really enjoyed my day, breakdown 



and all!
Any queries please contact RomseyDSL@googlemail.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WE WERE THERE�AT ROMSEY SHOW

Romsey District Scouts made a successful appearance once again at 
Romsey Show in September. The Show is one of the biggest events 
held in Romsey every year and is an opportunity for the district to    
advertise Scouting and to attract new recruits, both as young members 

and as adult leaders to help support the movement. An innovation this 
year was a rope weave gateway which added to the appearance of our 
site and made a more attractive entrance with a scouting flavour. The 
assault course proved as popular as ever, and although the overall 
numbers attending the Show were slightly down on the previous year 
because of the poorer weather, we still had over 300 youngsters    
tackling the course. It is great to see children, sometimes as young as 
three years old, clamber up and over the various obstacles to arrive at 
the end of the course with a proud smile that they had achieved it, 
even though their parents may have doubted that they could.



Games, and a lucky dip for those too young (or nervous) to tackle the 
assault course were provided, and we also had Vanessa Slawson from 
the County Team on site to focus on recruitment. A number of potential 
leads for helpers and members were identified.

The Vice-President in the chariot
Overall a great day, and some tired but satisfied helpers dismantled it 
all and returned it to stores at the end.

David Sutton, Vice President
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

THE EMLYN  
COUNTY CAMPING COMPETITION�for SCOUTS

Eighteen teams were at the competition, but as the camp leader 
pointed out, these were already the cream of Hampshire in terms of 
camping skills so just being there was an excellent achievement.

It was won by a team from Rotherfield, near Alton, but 4th Romsey 
(Bramshaw), who came 2nd in our eliminator (the Puborough trophy) 
came 2nd at County Emlyn.  6th Romsey (Lockerley),  who won       
Pulborough, came 9th at the Emlyn and 21st (Nursling & Rownhams) 
who came third at Pulborough, came 11th at Emlyn.  

Well done to all the Romsey teams.
























