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	St George’s Day Parade

The District turned out in force to celebrate St George’s Day at our annual parade last month with all ten Groups in Romsey District – from Norman Court School to Nursling & Rownhams – represented.

The Abbey service marked the final St George’s Day for Scout District Chaplain, the Reverend Canon Neil Crawford-Jones. It was at his suggestion that the celebrations on

Sunday included a 100th Birthday cake – complete with candles! – that made it’s way down the aisle during the service. It is perhaps also the first time that a chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’ has been included on an Abbey hymn sheet!

After the services, invited guests, lead by the Scout and Guide District Commissioners, Darren Reed and Sheila Caine, took a salute in the square as the young people made their way past.

The civic party included the Deputy Mayor of Test Valley,

Councillor Pam Mutton and Mr Dennis Mutton; the Mayor of

Romsey, Councillor Mike Richardson and Dr Rosemary Richardson; the Chairman of Romsey Extra Parish Council, Mr Rod Simpson and Mrs Sally Simpson; our Member of Parliament, Mrs Sandra Gidley; the Chairman of Hampshire Scouts, Tony Chambers; the County Guide Commissioner, Angela Milln; and the Assistant County Guide Commissioner, Janet Parker.

Scout and Guide leaders and guests were invited to a tea in

the Abbey United Reformed Church rooms afterwards, where

Neil Crawford-Jones was given the honour of cutting the

birthday cake.

Romsey District Commissioner, Darren Reed said “Baden-Powell believed St George was typical of what a Scout

should be – bold and confident even in the face of huge danger or difficulty.

We face some very different ‘dragons’ in modern life, but the lesson is still a good one; face your fears with courage and

you will probably over come them!

“We are really pleased with the turn out this year for Scouting’s centenary – and for the splendid refreshments afterwards put on by this years host Group, 10th Romsey (Woodley & Crampmoor). It was also a fitting way to mark the final St George’s Day parade for Neil Crawford-Jones as our District Chaplain, and David Sutton as our District Chairman.”



	Diary Dates

Saturday 16th June—District Store Clear Out

from 9.30 am at 21st HQ. All volunteers welcome

Tuesday 3rd July—2008 Planning Meeting

8pm 'The Sun Inn' Romsey


	COUNTY BALL

This event was so successful last year, that it is being repeated

this. A group from the District attended last year

and had a super evening. So keep the date free.

Saturday 27th October - County Ball at The Rosebowl -

tickets are available from the County Office


	Andrew Parades at Windsor

Andrew Tyrrell, who received his Queen’s Scout Award in

February, gives a personal view of the annual St George’s Day

Review of Queen’s Scouts at Windsor on Sunday, 22nd April.

“It was my first trip to Windsor and I wouldn’t have missed it for

the world!” says a proud Andrew afterwards, and “the castle

seemed a lot bigger in real life than it does on TV!”

“I arrived at Victoria Barracks in Windsor

(home of the Coldstream Guards, I think) at

10am to register and straight away I bumped

into Peter Duncan, the Chief Scout and former

Blue Peter presenter, and a film crew who

were following him. After a short chat, I joined

other the Queen’s Scouts for two hours of

marching practice. It was very hot!

“After lunch, we re-formed at 1pm in the Royal

Mews. I got talking to Scouts from Northern Ireland, Scotland,

Gambia, Pakistan, Australia and New Zealand. I was the only

Scout from Romsey District, but I did bump into a Scout from

Liverpool who is going to be a fellow member of staff for the

centenary celebration Scout camps on Brownsea Island this

summer.

“We re-joined our marching sections and started the parade at

about 2pm. We marched up the hill from the Royal Mews and

into the Quadrangle of Windsor Castle, where we formed two

facing rows along the sides of the grass as the Colour Party

brought the flags up to the front of the parade. Between the

rows were the Scout marching band and the band of the

Coldstream Guards.

“The Queen and Prince Philip came out of the castle and

walked along the rows of Scouts stopping to chat with almost

everyone, including myself! Where I was stood in the

quadrangle, I had a brilliant view right through an arch and

along the road that leads up to the castle.“

“We then all marched around the Quadrangle, past the Queen (eyes

right!) and into St George’s Chapel for a service compiled by four

Queen’s Scouts. Although it seemed quite large when we first

went in, St George’s Chapel came to feel very cosy when all of the

Queen’s Scouts and other guests were inside!

“After the service, we gathered outside the chapel for a short

address by Peter Duncan, before marching back downhill to

the Royal Mews where we were dismissed (to extremely loud

cheers!). My parents were very pleased to get tickets into the

Quadrangle to watch the event close up; they are very proud of

me!”

2007 has been a memorable year for Andrew already. “I went

to St James’ Palace in February for the presentation of my

Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. To meet and speak to

Prince Philip was brilliant, and my Dad and I got to look around

some of the rooms of the palace, including a throne room, complete

with throne and royal foot-stool! Prince Philip seems

really friendly and very enthusiastic about his award.”

Andrew is studying A2s in Maths, Physics and Chemistry. “I

have just under five weeks left at college before my exams,

which start after half term,” he says. “ I hope to get three A’s

at A level in order to get a scholarship to study Physics at

Exeter in 2008. Before then I am taking a Gap year, and

during the latter five months I shall be in New Zealand teaching

outdoor pursuits and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in a

boarding school. I can’t wait until I go next year!”

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~


	Sixer Day at 6th Romsey Lockerley

Leaders and helpers arrived very early to set up bases for what was to be another great Sixer Day. Soon after 9am, 54 excited and eager Cubs started to arrive for a day of six training bases involving compass, tracking, road safety, first aid, knotting and

map reading during the morning session with a break for well earned

refreshments. John Waterman and Pete Betteridge manned the kitchen

all day to keep everyone fed and watered.

During the morning session the Mayor of Test Valley, Jim Neal and Romsey Town Mayor, Mike Richardson visited all the bases trying out their first aid, mapping and knotting skills etc.

At lunch time the Cubs cooked sausages, baked beans with jacket potatoes followed by chocolate cake and ice creams. After the Cubs had washed up and cleared away it was time for the afternoon session of archery, water rockets, shooting, kites, messy first aid and an assault course. Five o’clock came all too quickly for the Cubs who had a great day.

After the Cubs departed it was time for all the leaders to pack away the bases. While this was going on, John and Pete were busy in the kitchen cooking a roast dinner for the leaders who had booked one. At 6 pm fourteen by now very weary leaders sat down to their meal, reflecting on another successful day for the Cubs in Romsey District.

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who helped in any way, running bases, cooking, making sure the Cubs were enjoying themselves. Thank you to Dave Slater for the

archery, Alec Elliott for the kites and John Westerman for the shooting.


	Adult Training

To demonstrate how flexible and simple Scouting’s Adult

Training scheme is, this series of Woodsmoke articles looks at

the requirements of each module in turn. In this final article, we

cover practical skills and international.

Module 18: Practical Skills

Aim of the module: to encourage adults to gain and develop

practical skills for the benefit of their young people.

1. Could you demonstrate two practical skills you have?

2. Have you learnt a new practical skill since being involved in

Scouting?

3. Could you demonstrate two practical skills to a young

person?

If you answered ‘Yes’ to one of these questions, and could

explain the importance of practical skills in a balanced Scouting

programme, you could validate Module 18!

Module 19: International

Aim of the module: to provide an international focus

appropriate to your section and help young people appreciate

the global nature of Scouting.

1. Have you explained the World Badge to a young person or

adult new to Scouting?

2. Have you ever run an international themed event?

3. Have you run an international trip?

4. Could you explain the worldwide nature of Scouting to an

archery, Alec Elliott for the kites and John Westerman for

the shooting.

adult or young person new to the movement?

5. Do you have a range of resources to support the

international aspects of the programme, or do you know where

to find these?

6. Have you ever run an international activity for young people?

7. Do you have links with Scout groups outside the UK?

If you can answer two or more of these questions, and have

examples of how you have incorporated international trips or

activities into your programme,

you could validate Module 19!

Hopefully, these short insights into the various Adult Training

Modules have inspired you to organise or continue with your

own training – or just to have validated what you already know!

For more information on training or validation, contact our DC,

Darren Reed, or one of Romsey District’s Training Advisors:

Claire Sutton, Jean Beauchamp, Angela Evans and

Mike Baxter

The full Adult’s Personal File with details of all the modules is

available to download from Scoutbase at

www.scoutbase.org.uk/support/training/learners.htm

Dates for forthcoming module training courses running in

Hampshire can be found on the Hampshire website at

www.scouts-hants.org.uk then follow the Adult Training link,

then the Courses link.

The next training drop in will be on Wednesday June 6th at

15th HQ (North Baddesely) from 7.00—9.30 pm

Following this, there will be no more training drop-ins until 9th

October, when it will be at 10th Romsey, Woodley &

Crampmoor headquarters at 7 pm.


	WALKING THE WORCSTERSHIRE WAY

Last year, while I was on holiday in Worcestershire, I discovered that there

was a Worcestershire Way, a country footpath which ran north south through

part of that county and into the Malvern Hills over a distance of 34 miles. I

have always enjoyed walking in the country, but have not challenged myself

over that kind of distance since I was a Senior Scout, so it occurred to me

that perhaps I should find out if I could still rise to the challenge. I found I had

a friend who did not think I was completely mad, so Brian and I set off to

discover the joys of Worcestershire.

Sorting out the logistics for a long-distance walk is always a problem if you do

not intend to start and finish at the same place. Fortunately the internet can

be most useful in that respect, and so we drove to Great Malvern which is at

the south end of the walk and parked the car in a quiet and safe-looking

place. A short walk brought us to the main railway station which is a gem of

Victorian design. We boarded a modern diesel to Kidderminster and as we

sat watching the rain falling outside the carriage windows we did wonder

whether we had made the right decision, but there was no going back now.

Kidderminster station lies just across the road

from the Severn Valley Railway where

enthusiasts maintain and run nostalgic old steam

trains of great appeal to both of us. We fought our

way through hordes of schoolchildren milling

about in the booking office and did wonder

whether we should have enough room on the

train. However it turned out that they were all part of a school party which had

reserved coaches, and we were able to enjoy our own small compartment

with a door leading out into the corridor along one side (do you remember

trains like that?). One stop down the line brought us to Bewdley and the

staring point for our walk. This seemed an appropriate point to assess the

challenge so far, so we retired to the refreshment room for coffee. The rain

by now has eased, and after this sensible pause it stopped altogether.

Thus sustained, it was best foot forward, and off along the backs of the

Severn as we left Bewdley. If ever you are in the area make a point of visiting

Bewdley. It was once described by Pevsner as “the most perfect small

Georgian town in Worcestershire” and well justifies that description. Turning

away from the river through back lanes of pretty cottages we soon emerged

into open country and followed a track uphill, known as “Coffin Way”. The

name came from the fact that St Anne’s Church in Bewdley had no cemetery,

so coffins had to be carried up this track to St Leonard’s Church where there

was a burial ground. Past the Manor House, used as a training school for the

Free French Army during World War II, and out to the top of the hill with the

first of many spectacular views over the countryside. The track is so well

marked with Worcestershire Way symbols that it is easy to

follow and almost rendered our guide book unnecessary. At

one point we had to watch out for missiles as we crossed a

golf course, but otherwise the walk was along tracks

through woods and around fields in beautiful countryside

with marvellous views.

Before embarking on this adventure Brian and I had reached agreement that

we could probably not walk the entire 34 miles in one day! We were also very

conscious that we wanted time to appreciate the views, so we had planned to

stop the first night at Abberley, a small village with a pub (essential) and

apparently only one bed & breakfast establishment. This turned out to be a

charming seventeenth century farmhouse, much modernised, and run by a

charming couple who made us most welcome. We had pre-booked and our

hostess Diana, had even erected a special sign along the Worcestershire

Way to guide as by a shorter route to her home. They also ran us by car the

mile to the village pub for dinner, leaving us to make our way back later.

A full English breakfast set us up for day two, and we set off gingerly to find

out if any muscles had seized over-night. The route was obviously correct as

it went uphill again, and we climbed steadily for some time to come out on a

ridge known as Rodge Hill. As the route took us along the ridge we had some

of our best views so far across vast areas of beautiful countryside, and we

were both impressed by the quiet and absence of man-made noise.

Suddenly our peace was shattered by a tremendous roar and a tornado jet

doing low-level practice passed over our heads a few hundred feet up! They

turned out to be an occasional feature of our journey, but not so frequent as

to spoil it. Eventually the track took us down again through more woodland

and fields to reach our first encounter with the River Teme. Walking along the

quiet riverside was an enjoyable contrast with the earlier part of the day. It

was, luckily, about lunchtime when we happened to walk into the village of

Berrow Green and the pub called the Admiral Rodney. Although it provided

lunch it lacked a lot in hospitality and we felt about as welcome as two vicars

at a Stag Party! Refreshed we continued past Hawkesnest Farm, through

Nipple Coppice, over Ankerdine Common and back down to meet the Teme

once more. By now it had started to rain on us, so it was with some relief that

we came into Knightwick Village and the Talbot Inn where we had booked

our second stop. An old inn on the banks of the Teme which had developed

at a crossing point and as a place to provide for fishermen using the river.

Once again there was no choice on where to stay, but the inn was more than

adequate for our needs.

Day Three, and with our legs still working, we entered the Malvern Hills Area

of Outstanding Natural Beauty. After the beauty of the walk so far we thought

this might be a hard title to live up to, but the reality was no exaggeration.

The route of course went uphill and brought us along the Suckley Ridge by a

clear path through woody tunnels. We were struck by a strong aroma of

garlic and found ourselves walking through woodland thick with wild garlic

plants in full bloom, spreading a white haze through trees to both sides. (Well

Brian said it was wild garlic, but subsequent research has shown it to be

ramsons). We passed evidence of quarrying in the limestone hills and saw

buzzards wheeling overhead, and enjoyed more spectacular views. For the

only time during our walk we met two other walkers, and they were only

doing part of the Worcestershire Way. It is so beautiful that we thought it a

shame that more people were not making use of it. No lunchtime pub today,

but the village of Longley Green has managed to retain its post office and

village store where we stocked up with provisions

for a picnic lunch taken under an oak tree in the

middle of a vast apple orchard in full bloom. Apple

orchards turned out to be a feature of this

morning’s walk.

Early afternoon brought us to Beauchamp’s Fountain,

a natural spring of Malvern Water still much

used by the local people despite the modern Health & Safety Police having

labelled it with a cautionary notice to boil it first. As we began to climb the

most northerly of the Malvern Hills proper the rain began in serious fashion,

and we had to struggle against wind and rain as we rose higher and higher

into the open hills. A detour from the official walk route leads to the very top,

but being purists we thought we should keep to the path which eventually

wound back down into Great Malvern and to a tea-room well placed at the

end of the walk.

David Sutton

May 2007



	District All Leaders Meeting

Wednesday 16th May

Around 30 leaders from across the District came to the All Leaders meeting at

21st (Nursling & Rownhams) HQ on Wednesday. Topics on the agenda included:

How the District is planning to celebrate our Centenary in 2008

and what else could we do? Some good ideas were generated

for further consideration and a 2008 meeting is planned for anyone

interested in getting involved on Tuesday 3rd July.

What vacancies do we currently have across in Groups and

what opportunities do we have to start to fill them?

Groups came up with lists of what jobs they need filling to start

to generate a picture across the District. Forthcoming events

where we can focus on adult recruitment include Group AGMs,

the Mayor’s Picnic and Romsey Show. Groups were asked to

consider a ‘task-based’ recruitment strategy rather than a ‘rolebased’

one: that is, ‘what jobs do we need doing?’ rather than

‘where can we find a GSL?’

What topics should future All Leaders meeting cover?

Ideas included wash-up of H007, time for sectional meetings

and updates on any current legal issues. All ideas were noted

for future consideration!

The DC and DDC also discussed future plans for the District Supporters’

Club, opportunities for PR (including ideas on how we

choose suitable young people to switch on the Romsey Town

Christmas Lights this year!) and the importance of training.

Leaders were also reminded of forthcoming events, dates for

which appear on the back of Woodsmoke, and invited to put a

‘Leaders’ Camp’ in their diaries for June 2009!

Next All Leaders Meeting:

Monday 24th September, 8pm at 9th Romsey (Wellow) HQ

All invited!

We will include a short section-based meeting within the agenda.


	Scouting – the way we were!

This month we wanted to share a gem of a find – half a dozen

pages of a 1912 (yes, 1912!!) edition of ‘The Scout’ newspaper,

dated 14 September and discovered under the floorboards…. It

includes several stories, in true ‘Boys Own’ tradition, as well as

articles on Pier Angling, Home-Grown Medicines and Hints for

Handymen about recovering a chair. On a page entitled

“Things All Scouts Should Know” are the following items:

SLEEPLESSNESS AT CAMP

Some boys suffer from sleeplessness at camp. In fact, most

do so the first night out, but with some it continues all through

the outing.

This is a serious matter, for no Scout can be at his best unless

he has had his proper amount of rest.

Very often a biscuit eaten when you wake in the night will

enable you to ‘drop off’ again, and if this does not do, ask leave

to change the position of your sleeping place before ‘turning in’

next night.

It is a good tip, when sleeping on the ground, to dig out a

hollow for your hip-bone to fit into underneath your

groundsheet.

FOR CLEANING CORNERS

Scouts should always keep their clubrooms clean and tidy, and

not allow dust or dirt to accumulate anywhere.

[The following is] a good dodge for cleaning out corners and

cracks where dust is apt to collect.

Take an ordinary wooden skewer, cover the pointed end with a

duster, and then use your ‘cleaner’ [to get into corners]. By this method you will be able to keep all cracks and corners free from dust without any trouble. It is

as well to ‘blunt’ the sharp end of the skewer a little to prevent the

duster being torn by the sharp point.


	District Diary Dates

June

Wed 6th Training Drop In 7—9.30 15th HQ (N Baddesley)

Fri 8th District A.G.M. 7.30 pm……. Hilliers , Jermyns Lane

Sun 10th BCU 1/2 Star afternoon Eastleigh Lakes, North

Fri 15th BCU 1/2 Star evening Eastleigh Lakes, South

Sat 16th District Store Clear 9.30 am…. 21st H Q

Sun 24th BCU 1/2 Star afternoon Eastleigh Lakes, North

July

Sun 1st Mayors Picnic noon ………. Memorial Park, Romsey

Sun 1st BCU 1/2 Star afternoon Eastleigh Lakes, North

Tues 3rd 2008 Planning 8 pm Sun Inn, Romsey

Thur 5th Festival of Flags Winchester

Fri 6th BCU 1/2 star evening Eastleigh Lakes, South

Sun 8th BCU 1/2 star afternoon Eastleigh Lakes, North

Sat 14th River Trip tbc Poole Harbour

Sun 15th BCU 1/2 star afternoon Eastleigh Lakes, North

Mon 16th Musketeers evening Romsey Walk

Mon 30th Spirit Flame Romsey District
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