[image: image3.emf] 




 


Romsey District Scouts Homepage | News Index Page
Woodsmoke Edition 428

September 2004

2004 Diary
	Articles by 15th of month to jeff-liz@holloways.ndo.co.uk
Are you a member of the supporters club? Click here for information.



	From the D.C……..


Chief Scout.

We welcome the news that Peter Duncan (ex Blue Peter presenter) has taken over the job as Chief Scout and wish him well for the future.


County Commissioner.

Richard Merefield retires as County Commissioner at the end of August and it has been announced that Dick Whittington has been appointed to replace him.  We thank Richard (and his wife Sue) for the many hours given to scouting and wish him a well earned rest after his term in office. To Dick, who has held many scouting posts in the UK and Europe, best wishes for the future.


District Commissioner

My final two months have been very busy with the usual round of AGM’s and District Activities.  I would like to thank everyone who attended any of the numerous AGMs held around the district, including the district AGM which was held at 9th HQ, Wellow.  Without the support of those not in uniform, all      
sections would find it more difficult to operate, and the       youngsters would suffer.

At the end of June the District Cub Section ran a camp at Ferny Crofts, the County Campsite in the new Forest,  with an Olympic theme.  There were many different events for them to take part in and medals to be won.  The events included shot putt (with       potatoes), javelins (of polystyrene), discus (with frisbees), marsh walking, welly boot wanging, an assault course, and balloon races (with a difference). These events were run by the Cub Scout Pack Leaders from around the district, and I would like to thank all  who took part in organising and running the events.

The camp fire was blighted by the weather and was relocated hastily into a marquee. All cub packs did a stunt and the songs were lead by various leaders.   The medal ceremony took place on the last afternoon and everyone agreed that they had had a good time.

The provision of food for the weekend (for all the 150 people present) was undertaken by David Sutton and his team. I thank them all for their sterling work in keeping     everyone well fed and watered.  My thanks also to all the cubs who took part and competed in the true fashion of scouting,  without whom the event would not have happened, and to all the   leaders who came with their cubs to make the weekend go smoothly.

Finally thanks to Janice and John Waterman, Jean Beauchamp, Darryl and Tim Waterman for the overall planning and organisation.

The District Beaver fun day was again held at Lockerley Scout HQ, and unfortunately Sally Kerson was unable to attend, but Jean Beauchamp ably took over the reins.  Although the weather was not very kind to us, the beavers had a great day—they didn’t mind getting wet at all!

The district Beaver leaders organised bases that all the beavers had a go at in turn.  The bases included a giant flag jigsaw puzzle, rounder cricket, water rockets, necklace making, duck fishing, and games with a parachute and a bouncy castle.  Many thanks to all the leaders who provided a great fun day for the Beavers and to Sally and Jean for the organisation.

Again we provided an assault course for the new Mayor of Romsey, Councillor Mrs Dorothy Baverstock’s, Picnic Fun Day in Romsey Memorial Park.  The pioneering skills of John   Foreman, the Scout Leader from Lockerley, were very much appreciated..

We also helped the Romsey Family Support Group with their fund-raising day in June to raise the very necessary resources to keep the group going as funds from other sources have been axed.  I was unable to spend too much time there as I had to be at the  Pulborough Trophy Competition, being held at Ferny Crofts for the Scout  section. I was able to present the    trophies to the winning troops.  My thanks go to Michael Baxter and Sarah Beaman and the team of helpers who organised and ran the competition.  Further details of the winners should be found further into Woodsmoke.

That same evening, my wife and I attended the Civic Service for the Test Valley Mayor, Councillor Neville Whitely at the Romsey Abbey and we wish Councillor Whitely the very best for his year in office.

I also attended a reception in The Great Hall, Winchester for some forty people who had received their Duke of Edinburgh gold awards this year.

By the time you read this edition of Woodsmoke I will have  retired from the post of District Commissioner and am pleased to announce that Darren Reed (at present District Explorer Scout Commissioner) will be taking over.  I wish  Darren all the very best in the post and ask that you give him all the support that you have given me.

I wish to thank everybody who has supported me during my term in office and especially the following people as without them, I would have been sunk without trace.  To David Sutton (District Chairman), Terry Hamer (Deputy Chairman), Jean Beauchamp (my PA), Jan Musson (various roles), Graham    Hollier and formerly Colin Wade (District Treasurer), Liz    Holloway (Woodsmoke Editor for badgering me for my copy every month), Sally Kerson (ADC Beavers), Janice Waterman (ADC Cub Scouts), Darren Reed (DESC), Sarah Beaman (DESA), Michael Baxter (D of E and First Aid) and to all the many others, too   numerous to mention. My many thanks to you all.

Last, but no means least, to my wife Truda as without her support I would not have survived. 

Steve

	Is it a bird..?  Is it a plane…?

No!  It’s the new DC!

Following the resignation of Steve Woodrow, from the end of August, most people in the District are now aware that Darren Reed is our new District Commissioner.  Having been in Romsey District for nearly ten years now, Darren is a familiar face around but we thought we would take the opportunity to check out his Scouting pedigree….

Like many of us, Darren found it difficult to avoid the Scout movement.  At home in   Northumberland, his Dad was a Scout leader and his Mum went on to become ADC       Beavers.  So at the tender age of 10½, Darren joined the 1st Hirst Scouts, part of the         Ashington & New  Biggin District of          Northumberland.  He must have enjoyed it as he managed to gain his Chief Scouts Award and, at 15, moved on to Venture Scouts.  Whilst at Ventures he also got his Queens’ Scout Award.  When he got too old for Ventures, Darren became initially ASL at 1st Hirst, then Venture Scout Leader, then Scout Leader.  Over this period, he was also part of a County Service Crew maintaining their local county campsite and became involved in two international camps hosted in Northumberland.
In 1989, Darren headed south and his Scouting was temporarily suspended.  By 1991, the withdrawal symptoms became overwhelming and Darren joined Overton Scout Group, in Basingstoke West District, as Assistant Scout Leader.  

After around 3½ years in Basingstoke (enough for anyone!)     another move was on the cards and Darren moved deeper into Hampshire.  Darren recalls the 19th July 1995 as the day he joined Romsey District, becoming ASL at 10th Romsey (Woodley & Crampmoor).  After only a year, Darren became Scout Leader there.  With the changes in Scouting, Darren took the opportunity to become Explorer Scout Leader with Romsey District’s newly created Tomahawk Explorer Scout Unit in     October 2002.  He also became District Explorer Scout         Commissioner (or DESC, as he was known to his friends).  

And, as they say, the rest is history.  As of 1st September  2004, Darren Reed has become District Commissioner for Romsey District.  DC terms of office traditionally run for 5 years – which means, all being well, Darren should have the pleasure of overseeing, amongst other things, the Districts Scouting Centenary celebrations in 2007.   So we can look   forward to an exciting few years in Romsey.  Or perhaps “the future’s bright – the future’s ginger!”  (Sorry, Darren!)






Claire Sutton   (A.D.C.,  P.R.)


	Jottings from the DESC

To All Explorer Scouts,


As your Leaders will know by now, but you may not ! Darren Reed, formerly our DESC, has taken up the appointment as Romsey District Commissioner and he has    persuaded me to take over his former role as District Explorer Scout Commissioner.


Firstly I would like to say a very big ‘thank you’ to him, for getting Explorer Scouting in Romsey off to a tremendous start during its first two years, and I hope with your continued participation and enthusiasm we can carry on in the same vein.


Although many of you will have already met me during previous District Explorer events, I intend to visit all of your  Explorer units during the forthcoming term, to formally introduce myself.

But for now its Goodbye from Him ( Darren ) and its Goodbye from Me.

Simon Pethick, 

DESC


	Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

Presentation Evening

On Wednesday, 9th June, I was pleased to be invited along to an evening of presentations by Romsey Explorer Scouts      currently undertaking their Silver D of E Awards.  As part of the Expedition section of the Award, two groups had visited         Exmoor over the Easter holidays and were reporting back their findings.

Andrew Claxton, Sam Stenlake, Andrew Robson, Matthew Coulshed and Tom Walworth decided to explore the course of the River Exe.  They set themselves a series of the targets: what is the nature of the site and how do both natural and    man-made features affect the efficiency of the river flow?  Over 

The other group—Mel james, Alex Ashby, John Smart, Chris Knight, Rob Chase, harry Thomas and Morgan Walters—also visited Exmoor but with more of an expedition in mind.  Their

purpose was to visit a small hamlet called Simon’s Bath – nothing to do with having a leader called Simon, of course!   As well as exploring the history of the place, they had the opportunity for a personal visit to a disused sawmill and it’s resident/caretaker, “Sawmill” Stan.

[image: image1]
Their presentation began with a “Call My Bluff”-style     opportunity for the gathered audience to guess the origins of such an unusual place name – travelling Vikings, smelly Celts or just a chap called Simon?  As its origins are not known for sure, it was an interesting opportunity for speculation.  The presentation then followed with a short  history of Simon’s Bath, first settled in 1818, and concluded with a tribute to “Sawmill” Stan, who came across as perhaps the distant, West Country relation of Fred Dibnah.  (Thanks to Tris for the audio-visual input!)

After the two presentations, Simon Pethick invited District     Explorer Scout Commissioner, Darren Reed, and District    Commissioner, Steve Woodrow, to present a number of achievement awards.  Rob Chase and John Smart were      presented with their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards.  Rob Chase also received his Platinum Chief Scouts’ Award.  Mel James received her “Nights Away” badge for having spent 50 nights camping.  Well done all!

It was both an entertaining and informative evening and I wish all the Explorers the very best in completing the rest of their  Silver Awards.

Claire Sutton, ADC (Public Relations), 

Romsey District Scout Council  Tel: 07957 288112


	Beaver US Fun Day.

Saturday 3rd July, the day before American Independence Day, so what other theme could we have chosen!

About 70 Beavers met at Lockerley Scout Hall and Field for their Annual District Fun Day.  As they arrived they joined in a game of Headers and Catchers.  Soon there were 3 throwers in the middle so no one waited long for their turn.

Just before 11 am they were gathered together for Jean Beauchamp to welcome everyone and give out a few safety messages.  Then they were put into groups for the activities to begin. 

During the day, they each made an Indian bead necklace, and feather head-dress; they made water rockets and launched them; they drew the ‘Stars and Stripes’ flag, and took part in a quiz about America; they raced to collect pieces of the American flag and put it together like a jigsaw; they played continuous baseball, tried out the assault course and went on the bouncy slide, - and stopped for a short while in the    afternoon for ice-cream to be served and eaten.

The weather was showery, but that didn’t daunt them one bit.  A couple of times activities were paused for heavier showers to pass over, but not for long.  When all the activities had been sampled, they donned their Indian head-dresses and went into the hall for a ‘Pow-Wow’, and to sing songs with an American connection.

Finally it was time for the two quiz winners to be         congratulated and awarded their prizes, and thank yous to be given to:-

· Jean Beauchamp, Jan Musson and their band of     helpers who served the ice-cream and kept us        supplied with squash, tea and coffee throughout the day, 

· the Leaders who organised the activities, 
· the many parents who helped during the day. 

Lastly a ‘Get well Soon’ was given to ADC Beavers, Sally Kerson who had organised the day, but was unable to   attend through illness.  We shouted as loud as we could Sally – we hope you could hear us at Baddesley!!


	21st Explorers go Brum.
At the end of July, the 21st Explorer Unit spent six days in Sutton Coldfield as guests of the 1st Sutton Sea Scouts where ESL Jon Sims did his Scouting. The Leaders in Sutton gave us a fantastic welcome. 

We were hardly off the bus before they had us afloat; sailing, rowing and canoeing on Powell’s Pool in Sutton Park. We stayed in the HQ from where we could walk round the lakes and woods of the park and over to Wyndley Swimming Pool with its diving boards (everybody went off the 5 metre!). 

On the Monday, we took the train into Birmingham where we      explored the exciting new developments in the city centre, took a  canal boat trip from Gas Street Basin and bankrupted Pizza Hut on their ‘All you can eat for a Fiver’ buffet. The record was taken by Alex Harding on 13 slices! Then we hit the shops before returning to a wide game in Sutton with the local Explorers followed by a       Barbecue for those who were still hungry. 

We came home on the Wednesday via Bourneville and Cadbury World ‘..probably the best day of my life’ said Alex Robson through a gob full of chocolate. Next year, the Sutton Explorers are visiting us.

Hope we can show them as good a time as we had.


	SUMMER CAMP

Living together is a very common expression nowadays, and 3rd Romsey and 21st Romsey thought they would give it a try during summer camp this year.  I was privileged to be invited along, and anxious not to get too out-of-touch with real Scouting, I was delighted to camp with them.  Tedbury Scout Camp Site in Somerset was the venue, and I was immediately      delighted to hear the Warden say that he was very happy to welcome Romsey back to his site, having previously had good camps run by Pete Betteridge from our District.  It shows just how important it can be to leave behind a good reputation.

The site is well wooded; with several grass clearings for camping, and we found that there was only one other troop in camp over the same week, a troop from Kent.  We arrived in fine dry weather which was ideal, and by the end of the first day most of the camp was set-up and operational.  The weather was generally kind, with the exception of Monday night when we were treated to a spectacular thunderstorm at about 4 a.m. directly overhead which woke everyone in the camp and provided exceptional night lighting!  It was accompanied by heavy rain, which continued into Tuesday, before clearing up.

The Scouts made good use of the wooded areas to learn backwoods skills, culminating in building their own bivouacs and then sleeping in them.  For many it was such fun that they volunteered to sleep in them a second night!  One scout awoke to find himself looking at a badger, but it is     uncertain who was most surprised!  They learnt about different types of fires, how to light them, and how different woods burn.  A trench fire on hot rocks was used to slow cook baked potatoes underground, and they were delicious.  

Pioneering was also a feature of this camp, with a successful rope bridge across “snake infested jungle” in the woods, and a swing boat on site.  Both items remained up all week and were heavily used whenever there was free time.

The nearby Mendip Hills provided an ideal location for some caving      experience, and suitably guided by the Hampshire Scout Caving Club, all the scouts took part in a day underground, and returned with comments like “fantastic”, “cool”, “random”, although what they meant wasn’t always clear!  There was also a day out to visit the East Somerset Steam Railway, including a guided tour of the works and two rides on the train.

Camp catering had some interesting and international variations, with the scouts enjoying croque monsieur, pitta bread, French supper, tortilla wraps, kebabs, camp Christmas pudding, and, the highlight of the week, evening dinner in “Bedlam Brasserie” created for the event by joining two marquees together and sitting everyone at tables inside, complete with tablecloths, napkins, glasses, balloons and party poppers.

The ultimate challenge of the week was a 24 hour survival test, when    patrols navigated themselves around a hike route dealing with different challenges on the way, such as build a ballista, handle a first aid incident, explore an archaeological site without falling through the floor, cook all their own meals, and sleep out in their bivouacs.

It was a great camp, and I am sure both troops gained from combining their experience and enabling the scouts to benefit from a wider leaders team.  My thanks to Sarah Beaman and Randell McKay for organising, and I can return to my more usual environment of committee meetings feeling reassured that Scouting continues to provide an exciting and beneficial challenge for young people.

David Sutton

District Chairman



	Pulborough Trophy 2004

This year’s Pulborough Trophy camping competition took place at Ferny Crofts from the 9th to 11th July.  13 teams took part – 5 Guide patrols, 5 Scout composite patrols and 3 Scout working patrols - from across the District.  

The patrols arrived on the Friday evening and got set-up in readiness for the first round of judging to begin on Saturday lunchtime.  Each patrol is judged on several of their camp skills, from the variety and balance of their menus and how they store their food to how well put up and fit for the purpose their tents are.  There is also a category for “camp gadgets” which saw a rash of welly-sticks, draining racks and mug stands spring up across the field!     Judging finishes with a final site inspection before lunch on the Sunday.

The weather was mostly dry, with the odd shower just to keep the patrols on their toes – particularly the downpour just as camp was being struck on Sunday that saw a mad dash to get as much canvas stowed as possible!  The patrols kept themselves busy during the day with their gadgets and projects but enjoyed a wide game and campfire on the Saturday evening.  

Each year, a special challenge is issued to those wishing to take part in the Iain Grainger Memorial Trophy and this years project was to build a playground, consisting of at least 3 activities.     Although pieces could be prepared prior to the competition, all equipment had to constructed on site and nothing but lashings were allowed for fixings.  The  patrols showed fantastic      imagination and the playgrounds included a huge variety of ideas, from swings and scramble nets to a kind of giant bar   billiards with empty plastic drinks bottles.

The judges (and there must have been at least a dozen of them!) had a difficult time but all the scores were ready in time for the closing ceremony at 3pm on the Sunday.  The best Guide patrol went to the 1st Lockerley patrol “The Anonymous Freaks”.  The best Scout composite patrol were the “Foxes” from 4th Romsey (Bramshaw). and the best Scout working patrol was the 9th Romsey (West Wellow) 
“Wolves”.  These patrols will be invited to go on to the County Emlyn Trophy, which takes place in the    autumn.

The special playground project is judged separately to the Pulborough Trophy  itself.  The Iain Grainger Memorial    Trophy for the best Scout project went to “The Nerds” from 10th Romsey (Woodley & Crampmoor) Crusoe troop, whilst best Guide project went to those “Anonymous Freaks” from Lockerley.

Thanks must go particularly to Mike Baxter for organising the event, along with Sarah and Richard Beaman and Karen    Maidment, who kept the judges and service team well fed!  A good time was had by all – and there’s only 11 months to   practise for next year’s competition!

Claire Sutton 

ADC (Public Relations)


	VISIT TO LONDON

On Tuesday 29th June Steve Woodrow, Jaz Roll (Network Scouter and Cub helper at the 10th) and myself made our way to the Palace of Westminster to attend The Scout Association Parliamentary      Reception.  It was a warm day, so when we arrived at the Speaker’s Rooms in the     Palace of Westminster we were grateful for the refreshments that were laid on for us. In fact to see a magnificent table complete with large candlesticks, arrayed with sandwiches and cake was a sight to behold in itself. Although, I might add Scouts from different parts of the country, including Northern Ireland, helped us devour this feast.  

We were then introduced to some honourable members and the Chief Scout George Purdy CBE also spoke to us. At this point it is usual to be met by our MP and be given a quick tour, but unfortunately Sandra Gidley was otherwise engaged.  So feeling a bit left out of the proceedings we three looked around the stately room we were in, in       particular at it’s grand furnishings. We were eventually     invited to tag along with another group of Scouts and their MP.  

He took us along long corridors lined with books eventually arriving at Westminster Hall.  Interesting though everything was, I really wanted to see the sword the Beavers had made for Sandra Gidley hanging in the cloakroom.  Alas we were not allowed in there, not even close to the place, but the kindly MP took pity on my plight and so  personally took me to the cloakroom, although I was not allowed to enter for security reasons.  After looking down this long narrow room at rows and rows of coat hangers with red ribbons hanging on them I asked whether the sword in question was in it’s position.  Another man, who looked like a cloakroom attendant, but was in fact a   member of the house, went and found the sword and brought it up for me to look at.  

After that we left the Palace of Westminster and made a quick dash to Waterloo Station before the promised tube strike began and London became clogged. Thank you Steve for looking after us on our visit and also many thanks for all you have accomplished as District Commissioner over the last three and a half years. 

Sally Kerson  A.D.C. Beavers

P.S. I hope your feet recovered Jaz!
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