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Are you a member of the supporters club? Click here for information.



	From the DC…….

What better way to start the new term - new Chief Scout, new County Commissioner and a new DC - all change I hear you say, but let’s not forget the old (sorry) past DC.  My thanks go to Steve for the hard work he has put into the District ensuring that Romsey came through the major changes in Scouting and we are now in a good position to go forward.  Thank you Steve.
As for me (enough was said last month), I started with a meeting of the GSL’s and Group Contacts on my first day, followed by the National Conference with 600 other DC’s, County Commissioners and Headquarters staff.  A wonderful opportunity to discuss the future of Scouting across the country and the       challenges we face as we move towards 2012.
Naturally the diary is already filling up with leader meetings, Cub  Mastermind, Cub Silver Arrow Presentation, Sextant & GPS Trophies, Cub Challenge Day (they get about these Cubs), the District Quiz and the Christmas Carol service to name just a few of the usual activities in the District.  
Romsey Show was again this year another success and helps remind everyone that Scouting is alive in Romsey.  My thanks and well done to everyone who helped on the day (and the nights leading up to the Saturday).  
I will also be arranging an All Leaders meeting for the end of October or beginning of November, depending on the availability of a suitable venue, more information will be sent out via the GSL’s and Group Contacts.

Lastly I must remind every leader that the new camping permit scheme came into effect on the 1st September.  This means that a new permit is required before any camping or nights away can be undertaken.  Some of you have applied and should have by now    received your permit, if you have yet to apply please do so quickly.
Darren.


	ROMSEY SHOW

Thank you all very much for the tremendous support and help for Romsey Show. I don’t think we have ever had so much help, and I am delighted to say that every Group was             represented, so it was truly a full district event. The benefit gained from this was shown by the fact that we won First Prize for the best Charity Site on the Showground. Well Done and a very big thank you to you all.

Although we go there primarily to promote Scouting, it is a spin-off benefit that we earn some money and you will be glad to know that the assault course took £139.62, the Beavers £71.20 and the Cubs £6.97.

The site we were allocated this year was poor, and I am sure we could obtain better publicity at a better site. In this respect I made some good progress with various members of the show committee during the day, and I am fairly confident that they will move us next year. We should also have next year the     National Scout mobile display vehicle which would add extra impact to our site. I hope that we can also re-instate a          competition for the Mayor’s Trophy, and if anyone has any  suggestions for this please let me know. I am also working on a new game which may add to our presentation. 

The Show next year is on 10th September. Please put it in your diaries now. 

Thanks again.

David Sutton (District Chairman)


	Millennium Volunteer Awards Gained

Five members of Romsey Red Cross Young Adult Group and Romsey/Chandlers Ford Scouts have obtained the Millennium Volunteer Certificates, a scheme set up by the government to encourage volunteering amongst young people in society.

Paul Bourne and Stephen Wilson (both from North Baddesley) have attained over 100 hours of volunteering each and have received a certificate of achievement. They have both undertaken voluntary work doing First Aid Duties from the Red Cross and helping train Scouts in First Aid Skills.

Michael Bristow and Graham Wilkins (from Chandlers Ford) & Andrew Claxton from Romsey have all undertaken over 200 hours of voluntary service and have received a Certificate of    Excellence along with a badge to recognise their achievements.

Congratulations must go to all of them for their continuing     support to Scouting, Red Cross and the wider community.

Mike Baxter

	Group Headquarters—Maintenance Fund

The County Scout Council has been able to establish a fund from which Groups may borrow, interest free, up to £1,000 for the renovation and general maintenance of their headquarters.  The repayment of the loan would be over a maximum of 3 years, and no group could have more than one loan at a time.  Repayments to be made annually.

Application forms can be obtained from the County Office (023 8084 7847 or county.office@scouts-hants.org.uk) and must be returned with the appropriate information, including a copy of their latest accounts.


	Office Furniture 


Filing Cabinets 570H x 420W x 560D—2 drawers (1 shallow, 1 deep) on castors, lockable, fit under desk £20 o.n.o.


Storage Cabinets 1700H x 800/1000W x 430D (various widths) - 4 adjustable shelves, lockable, doors slide into sides of cabinet, so do not require clearance space £40 o.n.o.


Office Chairs - on castors, swivelable, adjustable cloth covered £20 o.n.o.


Large desk/work station area with optional privacy pinboard


	10th Romsey Cubs invade Chandlers Ford
After weeks of waiting and excitement, and that's just the leaders, Sioux Pack had their summer camp at Cranbury Park, Chandlers Ford.  On Thursday night we arrived at the hall to load the lorries and vans and then spent the evening putting up the marquees and tents.  Many hands make light work, even if the mallets are broken or in short supply!  Friday afternoon and Akela and Baloo went to the campsite early to set up and sort out the equipment.  All other  campers arrived at the hall at 6pm and, after roll call, set off for Cranbury Park for a great time.
So with 32 Cubs, 2 Scouts, 3 Leaders, Grizzly Bear and 4 parents all set, the fun began. After settling the boys into their tents and handing their beloved cakes in to Grizzly Bear, (they get squashed if they are left in the tents!) we started with a favourite game of rounders.  This led to the inevitable Cubs V Leaders game, it's a shame how we always seem to win - or is it because the leaders side also contains the referee?  We then set off for a walk over the motorway to the reservoir, where many races and active sports were carried out.  Akela's plan to tire them out nearly worked, as after supper of cake and hot chocolate most tents were asleep at a reasonable time.     

Saturday morning started bright and so after a hearty breakfast, we started on athletes, naturalist and adventure badges.  Then Dave  Slater (Crusoe Scout Leader) and Pete Betteridge arrived for some archery only to find that they had forgotten to bring the safety net with them. No comment!  Eventually the archery got underway and continued after lunch with more athletes badge. With the weather being so nice we were able to set up the water slide for the Cub's  annual bath.  This year there was also the inclusion of water rockets.  

Saturday evening at camp means campfire and this year 7 beavers and their families joined us.  A blind trail with a difference started the activities.  Attached to the main rope were pieces of string with objects on the end that the boys had to feel and then remember until the course was over.  The plastic pigeon and the bikini, er sorry -rubber glove, (yes one boy did think a rubber glove was a bikini) were just two of the items on the rope and an extra special well done to the leader and parent team which took part.  The Beavers were then shown flag down and with our DC and his wife, the camp     warden and members of the group executive committee present it was time to start the singing.  The fire was something to see, if you could get close enough to it due the heat.  It was a roaring success, sorry!  After hot dogs and chocolate it was time for bed.
On Sunday morning we invested Adam Medcalf, George Hardman, Jack Skinner and Sam Morgan.  We hope that you enjoy your time with us.  Lynn Darbyshire, District Commissioner for Chandlers Ford, arrived to inspect us and see how we were getting on. Later, Stewart Buswell, our AGSL came to set up and run what is now the 'Sioux Pack Camp Sunday Challenge'.  With all of the sixes working individually as bomb disposal experts, they had to go over the  scramble net, under the camouflage net, get across the river with only a plank and 3 boxes, cross the rope bridge and negotiate the see saw before picking up their, rather light bombs.  Then it was time to blow them up - the balloon bombs of course, not the cubs!

The afternoon saw more sports and the ill-fated trip to restock on shopping. Having just picked up 100 sausages, 60 rashers of bacon and anything else 32 cubs can eat in a day, and had it all put through the checkout Baloo found he had no wallet, cards or cash.  After some nifty driving by Ryan the food was back in the kitchen before too long and flag down was only slightly delayed.  

Flag down saw the departure of 10 cubs and the presentation of the Best Six Shield and the Sioux Pack Camp Sunday Challenge trophy.  Well done to Robert Taylor and Green Six who won the Best Six Shield.  The Challenge Trophy went to Ashley Medcalf and Yellow Six who all pulled together and helped out all members of the Six on the course.  We also saw Eddie, Robin and Phil leave the leadership team to return to work, Cub camp must be hard work.

Monday was backwoods cooking so after whittling hazel sticks, the boys made dough twists and chocolate bananas and had marshmallows.  It was also time for the Cubs to have their yearly wash so that we had sparkly cubs to take into Winchester the following day! 

Tuesday saw us take the bus into Winchester.  After spending and hour and a half in The City Mill, learning about the mill and the process of making flour, and doing quizzes it was onto the park for lunch.  A walk along the river feeding the ducks, then past the Cathedral and up to the Great Hall to see King Arthur's Round Table.   The boys also had a look around the Royal Hussars Museum and listened to the story of the soldier who survived in a wardrobe for nearly 4 years, behind enemy lines during WW1.  Thank you to Carolyn Finch who was an excellent guide for the day.  
Dave and Pete came along again to see if the boys could win a    holiday at archery, but it seems they have a bad habit of forgetting things, as you cannot do archery without bows. It must be the scout leader's age!

Wednesday and the boys undertook some glass engraving.  This proved to be to a high      standard with lots of care being taken, well done.  The giant chess set made an appearance and more boys made a hot drink for their     adventure badge.

Thursday morning dawned bright, even if the campers were looking a little weary eyed.  A tracking exercise and more sport followed for the morning activities.  After a long lunch break, it was time to take down the remaining tentage and tidy the site before parents began to arrive and it was time for the final flag down.

The highlights of camp were recalled, the lost property reclaimed, PARENTS, PLEASE LOOK THROUGH WHAT IS LEFT, AT OUR MEETINGS.  IT MUST BELONG TO SOMEONE!  We said a sad farewell to Max Lawrence, Michael Dowling, Robert Taylor, Ashley Medcalf, Matthew Findlay and David Cumper.  We hope you enjoy your time at Scouts.  Well done to Robert Taylor who won the single arrow archery competition. 

Camp can not happen without certain people.  

Akela plans every last detail from how many sausages we need, to the equipment and who has what badge. 

Colin (Grizzly Bear, you can ask him why he's called Grizzly Bear, if you dare) provides us with 4 meals a day and tuck in between.  He had had enough of sausages, peas, sweet corn and carrots after 6 days.

On behalf of the Cubs, a big thank you to you all, for a  brilliant camp.
Martyn Blake (Baloo)


	SMILING
Smiling is infectious
You catch it like the flu.

When someone smiled at me today

I started smiling too.

I passed around the corner

And someone saw my grin.

When he smiled I realised

I’d passed it on to him.

I thought about the smile

And then realised its worth

A single smile like mine

Could travel round the earth.

If you feel a smile begin,

Don’t leave it undetected,

Let’s start an epidemic quick

And get the world infected.



	GOOSE SUMMER CAMP 2004

Four troops (4th, 10th, 11th & 15th) joined together to go to   Buddens Campsite, nr Wareham Dorset from 7—14th August.  This 800 strong camp was organised by Dorset County Scouts.  

Participants experienced a wide range of activities including:- 

canoeing, climbing abseiling, global development, camp challenge, amateur radio, quad biking, archery, clay pigeon and rifle shooting were    available on site, whist off site were high ropes, power boating, wind surfing, sailing and          canoeing.

The scouts were kept busy from morning to      evening with a range of discos, quizzes, camp fires and chill out zones to fill in any spare time.  Patrols still did their own cooking on Gas during the week and the leadership team took it in turns to supervise patrols, assist with activities and organise food.

With Howard Chandler and his pioneering expertise available, we had a large tower with the highest flag on site!

A very successful week ended with a visit from the Chief Scout,  eight hundred people sitting on each others laps in a circle,  and a spectacular firework display followed by a disco.

The weather was changeable, but the rain seemed to avoid     activities and more importantly, us striking camp.

I would like to thank Dorset Scouts and all the leaders for a very successful camp.

Mike Baxter

Camp Leader.


	WYE VALLEY 2004

Romsey Explorers & Rangers



White water canoeing, mountain biking, high ropes and mountain walking…all in four days…not possible I hear you cry!  Well 8 Explorers and 2 Rangers from Romsey did exactly that and much more!

One rainy Monday morning a mini-bus pulling a trailer laden with canoes and mountain bikes left 10th Romsey HQ heading for the Wye Valley.  Travelling through wind and rain they arrived at Biblins Youth Campsite in glorious sunshine.  Tents pitched they were off canoeing and exploring on mountain bikes that afternoon.

Tuesday saw a change to the programme with the mountain walking postponed until Wednesday when better weather was forecast.  This change effected the menu of course and having escaped the wrath of the cook (sorry Karen…I mean QM!!) the days activities began.  A reverse of the        previous day’s activities saw everyone have a go at either canoeing in the rapids or mountain biking in the wooded valley.  The afternoon saw a much needed rest and relaxing walk around Ross on Wye.

Walking couldn’t be put off any longer and Wednesday saw Karen waving off the minibus.  Ten hours later the bus arrived back (tea not quite burnt!) full of wet and tired Explorers and Rangers.  Walking in the Black Mountains was a challenging experience which started with a river crossing.  Having walked up from the glorious sunshine filled valley into the clouds on top we were faced with rain, wind and poor visibility.  Pushed forward by the cheerful (if a little out of tune) chants over our walky-talkies it wasn’t long before we dropped in  altitude and were out of the clouds again. Back down in the valley we found our lovable new DC and DESC who had managed to stagger just far enough that the minibus was out of sight!

Thursday morning and the entire camp had to test their nerve at the high ropes course.  With the leap of faith, stack of beer crates and very tall, scarily wobbling pole we all found out something about ourselves that day!

Sadly we returned to camp knowing we were soon to be on the way home.  Kit cleaned and tents stowed we left Biblins happy in the knowledge we will definitely be back next year.

Pictures of the trip (very funny…well worth a look!) are available on the district Explorer website (http://www.romsey-explorers.org.uk/) as are contact details should you wish to join any of the district units.

John Papworth

ESL Tomahawk Explorer Scout Unit


	Minibuses

A few people have been trying to find out what you need to drive a minibus. To let everyone know, please find below a summary:
1) Be at least 25 years old and hold a licence with category D1 or AE (if you do not you may still be able to drive one. Contact Bob Garlike 01794 521593) 
2) You must complete the MIDAS Certificate (Involves 3 hours of   theory including an exam + 1.25 hour assessment in minibus – next course 9/2/05 contact Bob Garlike 01794 521593)
3) If you hire/own a bus you must display a Small Bus Permit if you are to collect any money for the use of bus to avoid PSV laws. Mike Baxter holds 2 of these (07979) 334679 or you can order one using form available at the following web link or calling Scout Information Centre on 0845 300 1818.

http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/forms/index.htm
4) To hire a minibus – contact 1st Romsey who have a bus or 
Hampshire Transport Management on 01962-873930

Michael Baxter (D of E Adviser) and Bob Garlike (MIDAS Adviser)
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