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	St Georges day this year was blessed with a very sunny, warm day which made the parade that much more pleasant for those participating.  It was a splendid turn out with all groups represented.

Many thanks to Canon Neil Crawford-Jones and Reverend Terry Hinks for the services in Romsey Abbey and the United Reformed Church respectively.

Thanks also go to 3rd Romsey Braishfield and 4th Romsey Bramshaw for their part in organising the day and the refreshments afterwards.

Once again thanks go to John Pragnell who does the bulk of the organising and the setting out of the car park and green prior to the procession.

I attended the Romsey Extra Parish Council annual  meeting on behalf of the district. A talk was given there on the control of and how to avoid anti-social behaviour.

By now you will have heard that I intend to retire as     District Commissioner at the end of August.  I find that I need to spend more time in my family environment.  I will continue to run my cub pack and support the District as much as I am able.

Steve


	BEAVER SCOUT NEWS

On  the St. George's Day Parade the Beaver Scouts presented Sandra Gidley MP with a wooden sword during the service at the United Reformed Church. The sword was decorated with self-portraits of the Beavers from the various colonies, carefully glued on and varnished over the top.  Mrs. Gidley has promised to hang it in the House of Commons cloakroom where there is a red ribbon on her coat hanger especially awaiting her sword!   

Plastic milk bottle tops - Please save these as we are collecting them for Naomi House towards the purchase of wheel chairs. A special thanks to James Viney a Beaver Scout from 21st Nursling and Rownhams who has collected 100s of them -  his family must drink an awful lot of milk!  

Saturday 3rd July - Lockerley HQ  10.30 - 3.30 pm





    Sally Kerson - ADC Beaver Scouts


	After hearing that the District Commissioner had resigned, our        intrepid Woodsmoke reporter tracked him down for some on-the-record comments.

Woodsmoke:  Well DC, you have decided to leave from the end of August this year rather than run a full five-year term.  Can you tell us why?
District Commissioner:  Being DC is a very time demanding job, and I came to the conclusion that I needed to spend more time with my family.  I also thought it would be fairer to a new DC for him or her to come into post now, and be able to settle into the task before the celebratory year of 2007, when Scouting becomes 100 years old.
WS:  You say it has been a busy three years, what has been your most interesting memory?
DC:  I think what sticks most in my memory are the changes which have taken place in Scouting during this time.  Change had just started when I took over the role of DC, and I had to pick that up and run with it from day one.  All the trials and tribulations associated with the change of uniform and changes to the programme created a lot of work and interest.  And indeed it is not yet over, with one or two more minor changes still working through.  However I think we have achieved the bulk of the change quite smoothly, and largely Scouting will be better for it in the future. 
WS: What have you found most enjoyable?
DC: I freely confess that I hate all the paperwork, and what I enjoy best is being with the youngsters.  I have hugely enjoyed Romsey Show where I think we have made great strides over the last few years, and where I think we have an excellent platform to promote Romsey Scouting and show the public our best face.  It is very important that Scouting is seen and known by the public.  The Mayor’s   Picnic and St. George’s Day are also important public occasions where I have enjoyed seeing us at our best.
WS: If you could offer your successor some advice on the role of DC, what would it be?
DC:  That’s difficult, because everyone will have his or her own way of approaching such a job.  However I consider that whoever takes on the task must have the full backing of their family.  It is a heavy      responsibility and a busy life, and without support from those around you it would be very hard to manage.  I have been lucky in having the whole-hearted support of my wife Truda, whom I would like to thank for her unstinting backing.  I feel that it would be more difficult for a single person to cope with the job of DC, because after a particularly frustrating meeting it is good to have someone to come home and bounce things off, and get the world back into perspective.  Kicking the cat would somehow not be the same!

WS: Well, thank you Steve, and good luck in the next period of your Scouting.  It is great to know that you remain committed to Romsey District and will continue to support them, and run your cub pack.


	From the District Chairman….

As many of you will now know, the District Commissioner, Steve Woodrow, has announced his resignation, which will take effect from 31st August.  His reasons for this decision are given elsewhere in this edition, but it is with sadness that we see him leave this post after only 3 years.  Steve took on the role of District Commissioner with some reluctance, recognising that it was a very big commitment, and we are grateful that he has steered the district through a difficult period of change and set us on the road to the future.  His role was made much more difficult by the sad loss of his ADC (Scouts), Peter Digby, after Steve had only one year in the job, and that we have been unable to find a replacement has continued this difficulty.  No-one can doubt that Steve has given of his best, and more could not be asked of anyone than that.  Perhaps we should be more surprised that Steve has been able to soldier on for so long, and still keep his cub pack running into the bargain!  I hope as many of you as possible will attend the District Annual General Meeting which will be one of Steve’s last appearances as District Commissioner.  However, the good news is that he is not leaving the District or Scouting, and his cub pack will continue to benefit from his presence and, who knows, even improve with his extra time!

The process of finding a replacement is under way and I am chairing a small search committee charged with recommending names to the County Commissioner for the appointment.  If you have not seen a nomination form, but would like to recommend someone to our attention, please obtain one from Jan Musson.  

Nominations have to be submitted by 30th June.


	Sixers Day at Lockerley
Young people from across the Romsey area gathered for a day of  activities and fun at Lockerley on Saturday, 24th April.  “Sixers’ Day” is an opportunity for Cub Scouts from across Romsey District to get   together to make new friends and try activities they might not         otherwise get the opportunity to do.
Cub Scout Packs are organised into smaller groups called “Sixs”, lead by an older Cub called a Sixer and with a ”Seconder” as second-in-command.  During ordinary Cub meetings, these Sixers and     Seconders are expected to take some responsibilities and set a good example to the younger children in their Six.  Sixers’ Day is an annual event to give these Sixers and Seconders an opportunity to try some activities that perhaps the younger Cubs might not manage and as a reward for their responsible behaviour at Cub meetings.
Assistant District Commissioner for Cub Scouts in Romsey District, Janice Waterman, and PA to the District Commissioner, Jean Beauchamp, roped in other Cub leaders and volunteers to organise this years’ event; they even organised the fantastic weather!  During the morning activities tried included sign language, First Aid and Road Safety training.  The Cubs then cooked their own lunch on open fires – good practice for Scout camp!  The afternoon gave the       opportunity to try archery and air rifle shooting, all by trained organisers, as well as giant chess and creative biscuit icing.  One of the most popular afternoon activities was firing water  ballista’s, if only to get covered in water as the rocket took off!
The Cubs were delighted to see Mrs Dorothy Baverstock, incoming Mayor of Romsey, visit during the morning and Tony Gentle, former Test Valley Mayor, a frequent visitor to Cub events.  There were about 60 boys and girls present for the day representing all of the ten Cub packs in Romsey District, from Nursling and Rownhams to Kings Somborne and Norman Court School.
The children – and adults! – all had a very enjoyable day in glorious sunshine.  Every Sixer and Seconder who attended received a cloth badge and a certificate – and some had even sewn their badges on in time for St George’s Day parade the following day!




Claire Sutton, ADC (Public Relations), 


	St Georges’ Day Parade
Romsey District Scouts and Guides turned out in force to celebrate St George’s Day this weekend.  An annual event, the Market Square was packed to watch the procession of young people pass by.

The celebrations began with a church service – or rather two church services in unison, as there are so many people to accommodate.  The Beaver and Cub Scouts together with the Rainbows and Brownies attend a service lead by Rev Terry Hinks in the United Reformed Church whilst the older Scouts, Explorers and Network Scouts with the Guides and Rangers are entertained in the Abbey by the Rev Neil Crawford-Jones.  The Mayor of Romsey, Mike Curtis, and his wife, and Neville Whitley, Deputy Mayor of Test Valley, and his wife, attended the Abbey Service.  

In a change to usual proceedings, Romsey MP Sandra Gidley was invited to join the younger children in the Reformed Church for a special presentation.  It is a little known fact that in the House of Commons cloakroom every MP is provided not only with a named coat hanger but also with a red ribbon from which to hang their sword.  Mrs Gidley, who visited a group of Beavers at Woodley a little while ago, explained that very few MP’s carry swords any more so most of them use the ribbon to hang their umbrellas on.  Assistant District            Commissioner for Beavers in Romsey, Sally Kerson, organised all the Beavers in the District to make a wooden sword,      decorated with their faces, and was pleased to present it to Mrs Gidley during the service.  Mrs Gidley has promised to hang it in the House of Commons  cloakroom to remind her of some of her younger constituents!

After the services, the Civic Party and guests moved into the Square to see the assembled Scouts and Guides process past.  Steve Woodrow, District Scout Commissioner and Sheila Caine, Divisional Guide Commissioner elect, took the Salute, flanked by Mike Curtis and Neville Whitely.  The Michelmersh Silver Band, who had also played for the Abbey service, accompanied the parade.

Guests and organisers were then invited to the Town Hall for refreshments, provided jointly by 3rd Romsey (Braishfield) Scouts, 4th Romsey (Bramshaw) Scouts and Guides from Romsey West District.  Romsey District Chairman, David Sutton, thanked all those who had helped the day run smoothly,      particularly John Pragnell who has been organising the event in Romsey for many years.  Scouting in Romsey remains very popular, with numbers of   children strong.  As with other youth organisations, however, a shortage of adult leaders may have implications for the future.  He went on to talk about the vigor of Scouting and it’s potential for good.  In 2007, the Scout        movement celebrates its 100th anniversary and will be inviting Scouts from all over the world to join a Jamboree in Essex; there will be more countries            represented at the Jamboree than are represented in the United Nations.  When the Scouts of Palestine applied to join the World Scout Council their sponsors were the Scouts of Israel; perhaps, Mr Sutton speculated, their  national leaders could take a lesson from this.

David Sutton also thanked Mike Curtis for his support of Scouting and    Guiding in Romsey during his year as Mayor.  In return, Mr Curtis was pleased to share a few recent memories of Scouting events, including being roped in to help at the Beaver Party in March.

The glorious weather helped the event run smoothly and provided another opportunity for young people in the Romsey area to show themselves at their best.

Claire Sutton,
 ADC (Public Relations), Romsey District Scout Council

Tel: 07957 288112
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