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	The DC’s Piece….

Short and sweet notes from the DC this month, although not much to report, I still seem to run out of time to complete my scouting    activities.

This month I attended the Romsey Extra    Parish Council meeting to learn about the  goings on in the Romsey Extra Parish.        Unfortunately, I was unable to stay for the full meeting and thus missed a talk about Bats in Romsey.

The Sextant Trophy was held at Cricket Camp this year, see report further into Woodsmoke.  Many thanks to Simon Pethick and the many others who made the competition run smoothly.

The Romsey Town Mayor making took place on Tuesday 13th May 2003 at which Councillor Mike Richardson handed over the       Mayoral Robes and Office to Councillor Mike Curtis.  Steve Wilson the new Mace Bearer took office from Phillipa Blain.











Steve


	Scouts celebrate St George

Romsey District Scouts were out in force on Sunday 13th April for one of the biggest events in the Scouting calendar.  The Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and Network Scouts were joined by their equivalents from Romsey Guiding to celebrate St George’s Day in style.
As usual, Romsey Abbey and the United Reformed Church were packed full.  Rev’d. Canon Neil Crawford-Jones and Rev’d. Terry Hinks,              respectively, lead the services.  It is an opportunity for the members – even the adult members – of each movement to renew their promise and an   opportunity to reflect on what those promises mean: to do duty to God, to the Queen and to help others.  
After the services, Romsey District Explorer Scout Commissioner, Darren Reed, lead the parade through the Market Square passed the saluting base.  Romsey District Commissioner, Steve Woodrow, and newly          appointed Guide Divisional Commissioner, Sarah-Jane Baylis, were pleased to be joined by the Mayor of Test Valley, Tony Gentle, and Mayor of Romsey, Mike Richardson, to take the salute.  Also present were Lord Romsey, President of Romsey District Scouts, Sandra Gidley, MP for Romsey, Hampshire Scout County Commissioner, Richard Merefield, and Guide County Commissioner, Karolyn Culverwell.

In the Town Hall afterwards, the Civic Party and guests enjoyed a splendid tea provided this year by the 1st Romsey Scout Group.  Mayor of Romsey, Mike Richardson, took the opportunity to publicly thank John Pragnell, a long time Scouter in Romsey.  As well as masterminding the St George’s Day Parade each year for the Scouts, John is involved in much community work around Romsey – perhaps the most obvious being organising the town Christmas lights each year.  The Mayor was pleased to present John with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of all the organisations for whom John so willingly gives up his time.
Romsey District would like to thank all the parents and friends of Scouting who supported this event, some by attending and others by encouraging their children to take part in the largest youth organisation in the world.  Scouting membership in Romsey grew by 6 ½ % last year and, as Scouting approaches its Centenary in 2007, St George’s Day is proving as popular as ever.


	BEAVER SCOUT NEWS
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After all our hard work at fund raising over the last 6 months it is now time for other activities, so the Beaver Scouts are holding a 'Fun Day' at Lockerley Scout Headquarters on Saturday 21st June.  We are keeping to the theme of the sea, following our     support of the Alison MacGregor and so the 'Fun Day' will      include bases with a nautical feel.
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In the week following our 'Fun Day' a few Beaver Scouts have been offered a chance to see the Alison MacGregor and have a ride on the boat, perhaps there will be a report from some of them in the next edition of 'Woodsmoke'!

As we fast approach the end of the Summer Term, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all the Beaver Leaders and Helpers who put so much work into running the colonies in Romsey District.








Sally Kerson 








ADC Beaver Scouts 


	SEXTANT TROPHY 2003
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On Sunday the 27th of April at Manor Farm Country Park, this years annual Scout and Guide navigational          competition took place.

There were a total of six teams that entered, 4 Scout    and 2 Guide Patrols. 

In the morning the teams had to complete a map exercise and in the afternoon a compass exercise, the results were as follows:

     Place

Team



      Score

1st
1st Romsey Guides ( Pelicans )

169


2nd
6th Lockerley Scouts ( Hedgehogs )
167


3rd
21st N&R Scouts ( Cobras )

154


4th
9th Wellow Scouts ( Spitfires )

150


5th
5th Romsey Guides ( Penguins )

107


6th
21st N&R Scouts ( Panthers )

  97

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teams that entered, to Steve Woodrow (Scout D.C.) and Sara-Jayne Baylis (Guide D.C.) for presenting the certificates and trophies, a very big thank you to all the adult help, who gave up their Sunday to man the bases and the weather for being kind to us. 







Simon Pethick E.S.L.


	Romsey Scout Network Unit

It’s an exciting time for the unit at the moment.  The change from Ventures to Network has worked very well.  There were formerly many small Venture Units in Romsey District but having continued running as such for a while we have now combined to form one, much larger Scout Network unit for the Romsey District as a whole.  This is great because there are more girls, more blokes and, most importantly, we’ve now got a much wider variety of skills and equipment.  We’re making use of these already and are     having a lively programme with activities from climbing and shooting to self defence, golf and even some brewery trips.  With expeditions planned to Switzerland, the Peaks and Wales for later on this year, we’re participating in a huge variety of extreme outdoor sports.

The unit is open to anyone between the ages of 18 and 25 and we meet in a variety of locations around the Romsey District.  If anyone wants to give it a go either contact us or just come along to one of our         evenings.  The programme for the next few weeks is below.


Mon 26 May  
Bank Holiday Beach Day


Mon 2 June
Climbing + BBQ @ Ferny Crofts
7 pm


Mon 9 June
Trampolining @ Oakland’s School


Mon 16 June 
Archery @ 10th HQ 


7.30 pm


Mon 23 June
Frisbee Night @ 21st HQ 

8 pm


Mon 30 June
Canoeing @ Eastleigh Lakes

7 pm


Mon 7 July
Rifle Shooting 21st HQ 


7.30 pm

Unit Coordinator – John Papworth

jpgpapworth@ntlworld.com  

07967 818344


	Further news from one

Of our Scouts in Thailand

28th December

We had no activities during the day, but in the evening we had the opening ceremony.  This was the first time that we saw all of the participants together and it was an amazing sight.  The heir to the throne of Thailand was there and we saw displays of Thai Boxing,      semaphore and a traditional Thai masked play.  This was very acrobatic and colourful.  Next we did a show of our cultures, and everybody else’s seemed to be so much more impressive than us doing ‘ring a ring a roses’ and ‘oranges and lemons’.

29th December

The next day we went on a hike where we saw loads of great views and large insects including some red ants, which started crawling all over my hand and arm, and gave me quite a fright.  The only down side to the hike was that it was much shortened compared to what it should have been, because the groups who went before us had got lost and not returned until well into the night.  This meant we had to go round in one big group of 100+ people.  We had now realised how nice the Thai people were, they were very generous and all wanted to make friends.  Snakes were found in tents on some sub camps for the first time, so we all had to check our tents for them.
31st December

On New years Eve it was time for us to share our      traditional foods with the rest of the sub camp.  We   prepared scones and tea, the Essex contingent made full English breakfast, the    Americans made Macaroni and Cheese as well as     chocolate brownies, the Scots made Haggis (vegetarian) and handed out Iron Brew, the Italians did spicy spaghetti and the Korean food included seaweed (ugh!).  Everybody enjoyed this part of the day.  In the evening we had a New years Eve party and service at the main arena.  We then went back to our sub camps to celebrate the individual new years of the various countries.






More from Steven next time


	Busy weekend for Scouts!

Romsey Scouts managed to avoid the rain for a busy weekend of    activities after Easter.  

Saturday 26th April saw the annual Romsey District Cub Scouts “Sixer Day”.  The event is organised for older Cubs to experience some unusual activities and to mix with Cubs from other packs.    Organised by Janice Waterman, Assistant District Commissioner for Cubs, and her team of leaders and helpers, the event was held at Lockerley Scout Headquarters.  The morning saw activities based around traditional Scouting skills, such as tracking, pioneering and knotting, and some practical skills like First Aid, road safety and sign language.  The boys and girls then cooked their own lunch of beans, sausages and baked potatoes on campfires .  In the afternoon, the activities were more unusual.  Giant chess created much interest, as did the obstacle course build by the Venture Scouts and leaders but welly throwing seemed to cause the most hilarity!
Sunday 27th April saw older members of the movement gather at Manor Farm Country Park on the river Hamble for an exercise in navigation.  Scouts and Guides from Romsey District compete       annually for the Sextant Trophy.  This year’s event was expertly overseen by Scout Leader, Simon Pethick, and a team of helpers.  Five different groups were represented, entering patrols of up to six members.  Armed with a map, the groups then had a time limit in which to navigate around twelve bases, manned by helpers, and    collect signatures.  In the afternoon, the patrols then had to     complete a creative exercise.  Points were awarded for each activity and Scout District Commissioner, Steve Woodrow, and Guide         Divisional Commissioner, Sarah-Jane Baylis, were on hand to present the trophies.  Overall winners were the Pelican patrol from 1st Romsey Guides, whilst the Hedgehogs from 6th Romsey (Lockerley) Scouts came a very close second.
The rain held off for both events, despite the threatening        forecasts, and both were thoroughly enjoyed by all who took part!
Claire Sutton

Assistant District Commissioner (Public Relations)

Tel: Daytime: 023 8087 8309  Evening: 01794 502817


	Sixers Day

The Cub Scouts from 10th Romsey Sioux Pack would like to say a big thank you to ADC (Cubs) Janice Waterman and her team of leaders for giving us Cubs such a great Sixers Day on Saturday 26th April at Lockerley Scout headquarters.
We liked making and flying the kites.  We really liked —it was great.  The obstacle course was good.  We especially liked cooking on our own fire, but not the washing up!
             Michael Dowling, Robert Finch, Max Lawrence, 

                     Nicholas Gard, Calum Cooper and Thomas McCarthy.



PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE NEEDED

We are looking for some help from a professional in the field of building works, i.e. an architect, builder, design consultant, etc.  We are planning some extension work to a headquarters and before we reach the stage of engaging professional help (which we shall need at some stage) we are trying to get our plans clear as to what is possible and the best way we should go about the project.  

If anyone knows of someone who might be able to assist us, could they please telephone David Sutton, District Chairman, on 01794 502817.
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