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	The DC’s Piece….

From the D.C…… July

The busy time of the year has started with Group AGM’s and camp forms beginning to arrive. On the subject of camps, may I remind you all to get your forms in on time, give all the details to your home contact and remember to inform your home contact when you arrive back home after camp.

On Friday 30th May we had our All Leaders meeting, attended by about 30 leaders, which was very good considering the short notice I was able to give and the fact that it was half term holiday.  The next All   Leaders meeting will be Monday 27th October 2003 at 10th Romsey HQ starting at 7:30 pm.  Please put this date in your diary now.

On Sunday 8th May I attended, with several other leaders, the Civic Service for the Romsey Town Mayor, Councillor Mike Curtis.

I was able to be present at 4th Romsey AGM, and after the meeting I spoke to Thomas Walworth and Steven Burr about their experiences at the Jamboree in Thailand, and looked at the mementos they had brought back with them.
Mike Kerrigan came to 21st Romsey HQ to give us a           presentation on the Risk Assessments which should be done on the activities we undertake with our sections. Although not every group was represented, those who did attend found it was a very instructive presentation.

Pulborough Trophy.

The annual Pulborough Trophy Camping Competition took place over the weekend of 13th to 15th June at Lyons Copse. The competition saw some twenty-three teams (including four     Explorer Scout teams) taking part in fierce competition. The weekend was a great success due to the efforts of Darren Reed and his team of providers and judges.

The Romsey Lions, who have agreed to sponsor the competition, presented a new Trophy for the first time this year for the Explorer Scout section.

Winners in the Pulborough Trophy were:-

Scouts

Working Patrol  

4th Romsey Bramshaw Team.


Composite Patrol 

3rd Romsey Braishfield Team

Guides


Working Patrol  

1st Romsey Lockerley Team

Romsey Lions Shield Explorer Scout/Ranger Guides 


was won by the Ranger Guides.

The Iain Grainger Trophy for the Project Built on Site 


was won by 4th Romsey Bramshaw Team.

The Guide Trophy for the Project Built on Site 


was won by 1st Romsey Lockerley Team

The COSAG Cooking Competition for Scouts and Guides was run in conjunction with the Pulborough this year. 

The Scout section won by 10th Romsey (Baden’s Boys ??) team and the Guide     section again by 1st Romsey Lockerley Team.

Congratulations to all the winners and many thanks to all those who entered the          competitions.  

Once again many thanks to Darren and his team for all the     organisation of the event.

Dates to Remember.

Romsey Show Saturday 

13th September 2003

Quiz Night Saturday 


11th October 2003

All Leaders Meeting Monday 
27th October 2003.

District Carol Service Saturday 
13th December 2003.

This being the last Woodsmoke before the summer break, I take this opportunity to wish those of you who are camping this year a great time, and, to everyone, a happy summer holiday.


	From the D.C….. September

In June and July I managed to attend some of the group AGM.s. I apologise to those groups whose A.G.M. I was unable to fit into my schedule.

Saturday 21st June was the Beaver fun day at Lockerley and did they have some fun. I expect that Sally will have a report in later so I will leave the details to her.  Many thanks to Sally and all the leaders who made the day so enjoyable for the Beavers.

Sunday 22nd June I attend the Civic Service for the Mayor of Test Valley, Councillor Mrs Pat West. The Service was held in Andover and the reception afterwards was held at Beechcroft, the offices of Test Valley Borough Council.

The Cub Scout Silver Chief Scout’s award ceremony was held in Romsey Town Hall, and the Town Mayor, Councillor Mike Curtis, made the presentations. (I expect Janice will give a report so mine is brief). (Editors Note—perhaps we’ll have a report from Janice next time)

The camping season is now in full swing, and I have had several very good camp visit reports. Many thanks to all the leaders who give up their own holiday time to give the boys camping             experience.

I have yet to receive any details about the Kanderstag, Switzerland trip, so I suppose no news is good news. (Editors Note – they are all back safely!)

Dates to remember:

Quiz Night Saturday 11th October 2003

All Leaders Meeting Monday 27th October 2003.

District Carol Service Saturday 13th December 2003.








Steve     


	From the D.C….

There has only been one major event since the last Woodsmoke and that was Romsey Show.  Terry Hamer was the chairman of the sub committee and with the help of many others, especially David Sutton, put on a splendid show.

Many of the games run by Janice Waterman and members of the Cub Scout Section and Sally Kerson with the Beaver Scouts, for the public, were games that are often used at    section meetings, thus giving the lads and lasses some idea of what goes on in Scouting.

The camping/cooking competition contested by 1st Romsey and 21st Romsey this year proved very exciting, with the defending champions (21st) managing to  retain the trophy by a narrow three point margin.  Romsey Town Mayor, Councillor Mike Curtis was joined by Bryan and Maureen Young to judge the competition, and all were full  of praise to both teams for doing so well, especially under the full public gaze.

During the day we were visited by the Show President who, I gather, was impressed with the standard of Scouting in Romsey. Roy Perry our local European M.P. also visited and gave encouragement to all there.

Special mention must go to Jon Foreman from Lockerley who provided 90% of the equipment and all the know-how  to build the Assault Course which, I understand, raised approximately £176.00 

It goes without saying that I am extremely grateful to everyone who lent a hand, no matter how small, to make the day a success. There are too many of you to mention you all here in Woodsmoke, so I hope you will accept my blanket thanks.

Steve

Dates to remember.

Quiz Night 


Saturday 11th October 2003
All Leaders Meeting 
Monday 27th October 2003.

District Carol Service 
Saturday 13th December 2003.


	BEAVER SCOUT NEWS

The Beaver Scouts held a Fun Day on Saturday 21st June at the Lockerley Scout Headquarters and about 70 Beavers attended. There was a nautical theme to the fun day to reflect our fund raising efforts for the MV Alison MacGregor. The weather was lovely and during the day everyone was rewarded with an ice-cream.  Cllr and Mrs Whitely from Test Valley paid us a visit and they seemed very interested in watching the Beavers enjoy themselves.

Our next 'Beaver Good Turn' is to help the Romsey Young  Carers Group by raising money for them.  Many young people spend a considerable time looking after parents who are         dependant on their care. These children miss out on many of the activities that their friends enjoy because they need to be at home looking after a sick or disabled parent.   The Beavers first fund raising event for the Young Carers will be at Romsey Show where we shall be organising games for the children, but adults are also welcome to have a go and win a prize!   

Sally Kerson  

A.D.C. Beaver Scouts



	SIOUX UNDER CANVAS
Cubs from 10th Romsey (Sioux)  Pack went camping at Cranbury Park, Chandlers Ford in July, together with nine cubs and three   leaders from 84th Reading (Loddon) Cub Pack.  It must have been the only wet camp this summer!  
The youngsters were able to work on their athletes, naturalist and physical activities badges, despite the weather.  They also managed to do some glass engraving and archery as well as the more traditional     activities of rounders , football and cricket.  An obstacle course was set up and a scramble net, which helped with their inexhaustible supply of  energy, and was great fun 
too.

The Cubs also learnt how to gut and fillet fish, thanks to Clive, which they then ate for lunch.  Fortunately, the weather cleared sufficiently for the tentage to be packed away pretty dry, which is always a concern.  
The leaders put in a lot of effort to take the youngsters to camp, but without the support of numerous helpers, especially Dave who came several times to do archery, it would still be impossible.  A big ‘thank you’ to you all, and if you were unlucky enough not to be involved this year, there is always next!
Jacky (10th Romsey Sioux Akela)



	Romsey District Scouts AGM

Members and friends of Romsey District gathered at Kings Somborne Scout Headquarters on Friday 4th July for their 93rd Annual General Meeting.  District Chairman, David Sutton, was pleased to welcome a number of civic dignitaries and guests to the occasion, including new Mayor of Romsey, Mike Curtis and his wife Rita and representatives from Romsey Extra Parish Council and Kings Somborne Parish Council.  Representing the County was Mr Bryan Young, County    Advisor, and his wife.

One notable absence was Peter Digby, Assistant District             Commissioner who died last year, and the meeting observed a     minute’s silence in his memory.  On a happier note, the meeting was also pleased to sing a rousing chorus of Happy Birthday to Sally Kerson, ADC (Beavers) whose birthday fell on that day.  Reports were presented to the meeting by Graham Hollier, new District  Treasurer, of the 2002 Accounts and by District Commissioner, Steve Woodrow, of the year’s events in Scouting.  Steve Woodrow       nominated David Sutton as his District Chairman for another year and the re-election of the existing Executive Committee members was carried unanimously, with one or two additions.  Bryan Young was then pleased to say a few words and present Steve Woodrow with his completed District Commissioners warrant.
The meeting finished with a short presentation by three of the eight Scouts from the District who attended the 20th World Jamboree in Thailand in December 2002.  They described their experiences during this once-in-a-lifetime event.
The AGM was officially closed by David Sutton, who thanked all     present for their continuing support, and invited them all to stay on for an excellent Barbeque, supplied by volunteers from the 11th Romsey (Kings Somborne) Scout Group.

Claire Sutton (ADC PR)


	A Scouting Day in London, 

The All Party Parliamentary Scout Group invited Scouts from all over Great Britain, along with their local MPs, to meet the Chief Scout and Michael Martin, Speaker of the House of Commons, on 26th June. 

We were invited by Steve Woodrow to join Claire and David Sutton in a trip to the Houses of Parliament representing Romsey District.  Not surprisingly we both accepted!

We left home at about 11:00 and drove to Richmond to catch the underground train to Westminster. After arriving at Westminster we went in search of a bite to eat, ably directed by Claire to the nearest respectable restaurant. At 14:15 we made our way to the House of Commons, where we met up with Sandra Gidley MP. 

The leaders of the All Party Parliamentary Scout Group gave a short presentation in the Speaker's private apartments, during which the Chief Scout, who is retiring shortly, was presented with two Houses of Parliament whisky glasses. The Speaker then went on to thank all the people present for attending and especially the Scouts from his home scout group.  Our visit to the Speaker's apartments was concluded with a photograph with the Chief Scout, Sandra Gidley and the Speaker himself.

Mrs Gidley then gave us a tour round the Houses of Parliament.  We started by listening in on a     debate in the House of Lords; to be permitted a seat on the spectators benches we had to sign a form to say we would not disrupt the debate. After that we met back up with  Sandra who was busily reading a parliamentary report. She then took us to have a drink on the terraces during which a bell sounded and Mrs Gidley rushed off thinking that she had to vote.  She returned     moments later, relieved to find it was to signal the close of debate for the day in the House of Commons. We then finished our drinks and went into the House of Commons itself. The Commons is a            Mrs Gidley tried to show us through to one of  the voting lobbies but we were stopped by a security guard who informed us that security was on a high state of alert. We next visited Portcullis House, the recently built offices for MPs across the road. There were many portraits of current and former members of Parliment.  

Thus concluded our tour.  Thanks to Mrs Gidley for giving up her limited time to show us round.

On our way back to the tube station we took a detour to look down Downing Street and a detour to look for Baden Powel's grave in Westminster Abbey but we were disappointed to find it was closed to visitors. By this time it was rush hour in London and we were in the masses of people on the underground wanting to get home.

Overall our day was very enjoyable and advise anyone given the oportunity to visit the Houses of Pariment to take it up. Thanks to David and Claire for their assistance in guiding us around London.

                Written by Stephen Wilson and David Leggett


	More from Thailand!

On New Years Day, we went swimming in the sea for the second time, however this time the water was not crystal clear, but instead cloudy with quite a lot of litter and rubbish.  This was probably caused by the severe storms that had happened at sea over the past few days, but which luckily didn’t affect us.  

On that day, we also visited Prayer Valley where we learnt a lot about different religions from all over the world.  This also got some of our Jamboree Award signed off, which was a good thing.  
Later we were approached by a Thai boy and asked if we wanted to make something for the ceremony later that day.  We said that we did, so Dan Stitt and me went off and sat down with some other Thais.  I cannot remember what we made was called, but it was made from a section of the trunk of a banana tree with banana leaves folded and pinned into the sides.  The top was decorated with a    candle, three incense sticks and some flowers.  We returned to our camp and put it safely on one of our tables in the kitchen.  
That evening it was time to go back to the main arena for a multi religious  service, which was based mostly around the theme of light.  We were each given a candle that we had to light at a specific time near the end of the service, when we all walked to the lake in procession with the lit candles.  As it was dark, this was an amazing sight and when we reached the lake it was time for us to light the candle and incense sticks which were attached to what we had made earlier and then float it on the lake.  Each contingent on the Jamboree had made one and the lake became a sea of light with one giant one in the middle being the most impressive.  The was one of the few occasions when naked flames were allowed on site due to fears about fires breaking out. 
When we had finished this, a traditional Thai New Year Parade took place down the main road through the Jamboree and as with most of the Tai traditions that we had seen, it was very colourful and           interesting to watch.  After this we returned to our camp.
Further Thailand Adventures     2nd January

We spent the day at the Cross Road of Cultures.  I chose to do the sport section.  Here I did a base on Muy Thai (or Thai boxing), which was great fun.  We also played a game where we had to kick a wicker ball over a net without it bouncing (like volley ball with your feet).  If you managed to get the ball into the basket above the net then you won the match and got to keep the ball.  This game was brilliant fun, and surprisingly difficult, but like all things, it got easier with practice.  We needed to do three different activities in this section to get something signed off in our books, so to finish off I went to the Mongolian area and played a horse racing game with sheep ankle bones.       Depending on how they landed when thrown (like dice) the further you could move your horse.  There were also many other complicated games that we didn’t try, but we did however get our fortunes told by throwing four ankle bones up in the air.  I got the best fortune, which was each of the bones landing on a different side.  In the afternoon we went to Face the Waves, which was slightly disappointing, as I had to do rowing and not windsurfing or snorkelling like I had hoped for.  Rafting was fun though and we sunk our raft to get the patrol leader into the water.  He got really annoyed by this and after trying to drown  somebody swum off with the raft back to shore leaving us all floating in the sea!  We all made it back to shore safely.  However one of the other patrols got badly stung by a jelly fish and had to go to   hospital.  Today was the worst day for the beach and the sea because it was completely full of litter and there was also lots of oil in the water, which caused the snorkelling to be called off.  In the evening we did our Horn Pipe and all of the other countries did some more interesting displays of their culture.







         4th January

We went to help at a local school where we made bricks to build new classrooms as well as carrying buckets of cement around to where they were needed.  The buildings were all in a very bad condition  and the whole school needed replacing,  except for….. the football pitch which had stands, floodlights and sprinklers as well as a running track with a hard surface.  This was so much better than our schools it was unbelievable.  We got to play on it after lunch for a short time with the English taking on the Brazilians with some Thais and other nationalities on both sides as extra players.  In the end I think we won 2—1 or it might have been a draw…..

Further Thailand Adventures from Stephen Burr

5th January

We did the City of Science Activity, which was really good and very interesting.  We learnt all about robots, how they worked and had a go at controlling our    partners as a robot through a maze using a camera built into their helmets and a T.V. screen (they were blindfolded!)  We also had a go at editing films using a      computer, learning things such as fading in different objects and frames and     adding different sounds, background music and title pages.  In the afternoon we had the “Tournament” which was all of the physical activities put together.  We did abseiling, obstacle courses, team building exercises and a zip wire into muddy     water.  Whatever the activity at this area, it always seemed to end up with us covered in mud and water!

This was probably the best activity that we did at the           Jamboree;  it made a great change from all of the bases about learning about various things, even though these were all good.

6th January

We went to a place off-site to learn an aspect of Thai culture.  We first went to an animal conservation centre, which we all thought kept the animals in terrible  conditions.  The bears were in tiny cages.  Some seemed to be very angry and others were attempting to climb out while one was trying to rip the padlock off and smash it to pieces.  The crocodiles were in open cages which we were able to open.  It turned out that where some of the other patrols went, the animals were in much worse conditions, with lions kept on foot long metal chains in cages only  fractionally  bigger than they were, in the dark, and where various animals were forced to      perform for the crowds.  We also went to a garden, which had every  species of tree in Thailand in one place.  When we returned to the site, we ate dinner with the Japanese contingent, the meal was lovely.  We also ate with the Austrians on another night and this was also very nice.  It was amazing that all the different   contingents were making different meals from the same limited food supply, and their meals were much nicer than ours, which were rather disgusting.          Cont’d…..
7th January

Soon however it was time for the closing ceremony.  This was very similar to the opening one, but we were sitting at the very back this time, so we couldn’t see very much.  At the end, the Jamboree was handed over to the U.K.  There was a short video showing some of the activities planned and also some fireworks, which were very impressive.  Some balloons were released and they were meant to make the shape of the Union Jack, but it did not work.  The balloons were let off by the Macaws.  Many of the other contingents then got onto coaches to go home, but we were staying another night so we got to sleep in our hot, sandy tents for one more night.

8th January

We woke up to see that most of the tents from the day before had disappeared and it was very strange to see the Jamboree site almost empty.  We had breakfast and then it was time for some work.  We first packed our bags and dragged them out of our tents.  Next the tents came down and then all of our cooking equipment was taken back.  As we were taking our tent down we noticed a hole where the ants we had seen in our tent had got in by biting through the canvas.  We had been wondering what the white material they had been carrying was, and now we knew!  We then took down our dining shelter and were given all of the remaining money for food, to spend on the days meals, and extra drinks for the journey.  We now had nothing to do until around midnight so everybody headed off to the beach for a few hours.  We then had time to go around all of the sub camps trying to swap badges and uniforms at the last minute.  This is where I did most of my swapping, getting loads of badges as well as an  Italian uniform, a Portuguese t-shirt and a Thai beret.

More from Stephen next time


	Supporters Club

We have recently received a communication from the Portman Building Society, with whom we have a Charity Treasurer’s Account to the effect that from 1st August they will be charging £5 per month to operate the account.

We do not want to ‘waste’ Supporters Club money by paying this charge and are therefore going to close the Portman account.  This means we will need to transfer all those standing orders which are made payable to us via the Portman to the  account we have with Lloyds TSB.

I will write to everyone involved, with a new standing order mandate.  I would be grateful if you could complete and return it to me as soon as possible so we can finalise all the arrangements before subs are next due.  I am very sorry to have to ask 22 of you to change your standing orders but feel sure you will agree we should not pay this iniquitous charge.

The Supporters Club is a very efficient method of raising money for the District and its activities, last year raising almost £600, and paying out over £800 in prizes. Your continued support is very much appreciated.  







Anne Meader

	BRAIN TEASERS

Below are 4 questions.  Answer them instantly.  You can't take your time.  Answer them immediately. No pencil or paper! OK?

FIRST QUESTION: You are participating in a race. You overtake the 
second person. What position are you in?
ANSWER: If you answer that you are first, then you are absolutely wrong!
You overtake the second person and you take his place, you are second!


SECOND QUESTION: If you overtake the last person, then you are...?
ANSWER: If you answered that you are second to last,
then you are wrong again, how can you overtake the LAST person?!


THIRD QUESTION: Very tricky maths!
Note: This must be done in your head only.
Do NOT use paper and pencil or a calculator. Try it.
Take 1000 and add 40 to it.
Now add another 1000.
Now add 30.
Add another 1000.
Now add 20.
Now add another 1000.
Now add 10.
What is the total?
ANSWER: Did you get 5000?
The correct answer is actually 4100. Don't believe it? Check with your
calculator! 

FOURTH QUESTION: Mary's father has five daughters: Nana, Nene, Nini, Nono and...
What is the name of the fifth daughter?
ANSWER: Nunu? Nana? Nene? NO! NO! Of course not. The fifth daughter's name is…..
Mary. Read the question again.

Graham Hollier

(Now we know why he’s the Treasurer!!!)


	Gold for Andrew!

A young Romsey Cub Leader was pleased to receive his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award last week.  25-year-old Andrew Hart of Bramshaw received the Award from Ian Greig, Hampshire County Scouts Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Advisor, at a ceremony in front of 4th Romsey (Bramshaw) Cubs on Tuesday.
Andrew, a former Beaver, Cub and Scout at Bramshaw himself, started working towards his Gold Award in 1995.  The Award has five sections to be completed and Andrew shared his experiences with the Cubs.  For the “Physical Recreation” section Andrew learned to play cricket and represented his school, King Edward VI in Southampton.  He now continues to play for Bramshaw     village team and has already scored a century this season.  For his “Skill” Andrew finally got around to learning to play the guitar he had been given and enjoyed it so much he started playing bass guitar in a band formed at University.  The “Expedition” was a 100km trek in the Brecon Beacons where “the weather was hotter than Spain!”.  Perhaps the heat made up for the “horrible” conditions they suffered during the practice expedition in the Lake District some time earlier where it rained the whole time!  The team had to carry all their kit, including food for the whole trip, tents and cooking equipment, and had to make a report of their experience on their return.  For his “Residential Project” Andrew joined a                conservation assignment in Dorset, rebuilding part of the coastal path to prevent it falling into the sea.  And, of course, for the “Service” element of the Award, Andrew has been helping at Bramshaw Cub Pack for over 6 years.
As well as working towards the Award, Andrew found time to go to University in Birmingham to study Geology and Geography; his Mum puts this interest down to all the walking they did as a   family when Andrew was younger.  Andrew graduated and moved back to Hampshire in 2000 and is now working for Surestart in Southampton, a project to help children under 4 and their families in socially deprived areas.  He has also managed to fit in a couple of “fantastic” holidays to Australia and the USA in the last few years.   And he continues to help out at Cubs.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme consists of three Awards, Bronze, Silver and Gold, aimed at young people between 14 and 25 years old.  It is designed to challenge them to do something new, to meet new friends and to put their skills to good use for others.  Nearly ¼ million young people are currently working towards one of the Awards in the UK.  It is fun, worthwhile and often seen as valuable experience by potential universities and employers.  Within the Scout movement, more and more young people take up the opportunity to work towards the Award alongside Scouting Awards, such as the Queen’s Scout.  And you could tell by the size of Andrew’s smile on Tuesday evening how enjoyable and           rewarding he found his achievement!







Claire Sutton (ADC PR)
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