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2002 Diary
ROMSEY SCOUTS GO UP TO LONDON

On Monday 17th June Explorer Scout Katy Skidmore, Peter Digby, Jean Beauchamp, Romsey MP Sandra Gidley and I (Paul Bourne) were invited to attend a tea party in the Speaker’s State Rooms at the Palace of Westminster by The All-Party Parliamentary Scout Group, to celebrate the successes of scouting.

Katy, Peter, Jean and I boarded the train bound for Waterloo Station just  after 11:00am. The train was packed with business men and woman tapping at their   computers, but we managed to find some spare seats and sat down ready for our journey. It was burning sunshine outside and as the temperature rose to over 28°C we sat clad in our crisp, specially neatened uniforms waiting for our arrival at        Waterloo.

Finally the train pulled in at one of the many platforms of Waterloo Station and we disembarked into a heaving mass of people at around 12:30pm. Having bought some lunch we took a short walk to Jubilee Gardens to eat it and we sat humbled by the presence of the London Eye towering over us. Lunch eaten, we continued our day by buying tickets for ‘The Eye’ and    embarked ready for our flight. 

The views were fantastic as we slowly ascended to 135 metres above the Thames River and we were most      surprised by the amount of forestry and greenery there was amongst the multitude of city buildings. We could also see most of the famous landmarks of London including Cleopatra’s Needle, the Tower of London, Tower Bridge, ‘Big Ben’, Buckingham Palace and our next     destination, The Houses of Parliament.

The traffic and bustle around The Houses of Parliament was incredible. You really got a sense of the density of London’s population. We entered the  Palace of Westminster via St. Stephen’s Entrance and were promptly searched and scanned. Having had this done we met up with Romsey’s MP, Sandra Gidley and headed for The Rt. Hon Michael Martin, Speaker of the House of Commons’ State Rooms for the tea party and to meet the Chief Scout, whom after greeting us and all the other guests gave a short speech on the success of scouting. Next we had our photograph taken and were given the opportunity to look around the House of Commons and sit in on the current debate. Sandra showed us around and led us along the book-lined corridors whilst           explaining some of the history surrounding the Palace. We were also       fortunate enough to be granted access to the Strangers Gallery in the House of Lords, so under strict control we could view the   current debate there too.

Once we had done all this it was time to catch our train back and as the temperature slowly came down, much to our relief, we sat exhausted until the train arrived at     Parkway and we could collapse at home.

It was a very enjoyable day and I learnt a lot about the workings of            Parliament. The day went without any major hitches which was good and we all returned feeling very hot but happy.









Paul Bourne








15th Romsey (N Baddesley)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Prize Night at Kings Somborne

I was pleased to attend 11th Romsey’s last meeting of the summer term to help Mike Baxter present dozens of badges.  Darren Reed and I found ourselves roped in to present the rewards of a very busy year for the 11th Scouts, covering everything from water-sports to gliding.  

Every Scout, even the most recently joined, seemed to have chalked up a considerable list of activities and achievements to their credit, and saving the presentations to the end of term made a real occasion of it.  Probably the biggest achievement of the evening went to Ryan Gold, who is now the proud owner of both his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and his Chief Scouts Award.  Having tracked Ryan and his team-mates around the New Forest with Mike last autumn as part of his D of E expedition, it was pleasing to know he had achieved the Award in spite of my help!  

After the presentations, the assembled parents were entertained with a selection of campfire stunts old and new, including the “Ugliest Person in the World” (me, apparently – thanks, Mike!).  Finally, we were all entertained to a slap-up Barbeque before another busy year’s Scouting came to a close for the summer.  

Well done, Kings Somborne!

Claire Sutton
ADC (PR)


Music at St Georges Chapel

Saturday 3rd August saw 250 proud parents, members and friends of Scouting and Guiding gather in Windsor for a unique event.  The National Scout and Guide Symphony Orchestra (NSGSO) celebrated the culmination of a week’s hard rehearsals with a concert in St George’s Chapel, by special permission of the Dean and Canons of   Windsor.  

Sixty-three young people from across the four home countries and British groups in Belgium and Hong Kong assembled in Reading for their rehearsal camp.  Many had been before but nearly a third were “first-timers” and some as young as 14.  Their hard work paid off and they put on three very professional     performances: on Friday evening in Reading, on Saturday    morning in Legoland and on Saturday evening in St Georges Chapel.  Just standing to hear the National Anthem played so wonderfully by a full orchestra in St George’s chapel sent a tingle down my spine!  

The NSGSO programme was interesting and drew from a wide range of   orchestral works.  The first half had a distinctly Spanish theme, with extracts from Bizet’s “Carmen”, played for all it was worth, Massenet’s “Le Cid” Ballet suite and Chabrier’s “Espaňa         Rhapsody”.  Made me speculate how many pieces of music had been     written for full orchestra and castanets!  

After an interval that allowed us to take in the splendours of the Chapel and pay our respects to the Queen Mum, the surroundings and the Jubilee year were celebrated with a splendid rendition of William Walton’s “Crown     Imperial”.  The minuet and elegy from Ireland’s moving “Downland Suite” was beautifully played.  The rousing finale was provided by Malcolm Arnold’s Symphony No.40, which finishes with, as the programme so aptly described, a real “Hollywood” ending “with everybody scraping, blowing and banging for all they are worth”.  Surely as much fun to play as to listen to!  

For an encore, the orchestra treated us to Elgar’s Pomp and  Circumstance No. 4, which lent such a “proms” feel to the occasion I wished I’d brought a Union Flag to wave!  In the words of the Chief Scout, who was pleased to thank everyone involved on our behalf, “Just brilliant!”  Couldn’t have put it better myself, George!

Claire Sutton









ADC (PR)

Thanksgiving Service for Dr Peter

Romsey Abbey was packed on 22nd June to say a final farewell to our former Vice-President, Dr Peter Johnson.  Members of his     family, his many friends, Civic Dignitaries and supporters of the   numerous organisations that he belonged to and assisted were gathered together for a service to give thanks for his life and for his outstanding contribution to the community of Romsey.  

Members of the District were present to mount a guard of honour outside the Abbey as our own tribute and with their smart appearance they brought an appropriate touch of ceremonial to the start of the service.  The Reverend Canon Neil Crawford-Jones          conducted a lovely service reflecting on the many aspects to Dr  Peter’s life in the Town.  Nick Johnson, one of Dr Peter’s sons, gave a eulogy in which he spoke very movingly, not of the Dr Peter we had known in the Town, but of the father that he and his brothers and sisters had known.  How he would take them to Cornwall or Scotland for family holidays, and sit on the beach and read Tolkien to them, under a groundsheet if it rained.

The former vicar of Romsey, the Very Reverend Canon David    Sherlock was also present at the service in memory of an old friend.

Giving his address the vicar spoke of the many societies and      organisations that had been able to count Dr Peter among their supporters.  He had given so much time and effort to so many things that it made one feel inadequate by comparison.  A Scout Hymn concluded the service in tribute to Dr Peter’s 55 years in the Movement in Romsey.  Friends at the service were invited back to Linden House by members of the family for refreshments after the service and a pleasant opportunity to exchange reminiscences about a remarkable man that we had all been privileged to know.  

It had been Dr Peter’s wish that anyone who wanted to make a      donation in his memory should donate to a fund to be divided       between his three major interests; the Scouts, the Hospital and the Abbey.  Shortly after the event, Romsey District were delighted to receive a sum of just over £1,000.  He would have been delighted.









David Sutton








District Chairman



Scouts turn picnic into obstacle course!
Romsey is a far cry from Thailand, even in July, but that was what the Scouts were thinking about when they joined in the Mayor’s picnic in the park last Sunday.  
Taking over the putting green for the afternoon, the Scouts built an assault course to allow the children attending the picnic to enjoy a challenging and exciting activity.  All money raised from the venture is being used to fund Scouts from Romsey District attending the World Jamboree in Thailand in December this year.  Josh Fleet, Harriet Foreman and Robert Foster who are all going to the Jamboree in Thailand were on hand to assist the youngsters through the course.

A team from the District led by David Sutton, District Chairman, Jon Foreman, Lockerley Scout Leader, and Terry Hamer from the District Executive Committee, planned and ran the assault course which proved extremely popular, with queues building up frequently and many coming back for several more attempts.

The course started by climbing up a scrambling net to about twelve feet high where the youngsters had to swing themselves over the top before scrambling down the other side.  Next was a wriggle on the stomach under a camouflage net pinned to the ground,  followed by a fast run through a set of tyres stepping alternately into each.  Pot-holing followed in which they donned a helmet with a head torch and crawled along a zigzag of metal tubes in almost total darkness.  After  balancing along a log, the participants then had to walk across a three rope monkey bridge suspended over a “crocodile infested river”.  The final task was to scale a tower and ring a bell to mark the finish.  

Some youngsters were obviously destined to join the Royal Marines in a few years, while others learnt their own limitations and then often overcame them to achieve a personal best and  another small step in their growing up process.  The afternoon was enjoyed by all and over £250 was raised        towards sending eight Romsey Scouts on the trip of a lifetime.

David Sutton

District Chairman



Supporters Club Winners

2002

Month
Place
        Amount (£)
Club Number
Name

January
1st

    20

     68


AE & DR Bloor



2nd

    11

       2


J Crocker



3rd

      7

    100


M Cantelo

February
1st

    20

      59

 
M Tubb



2nd

    11

      73


S Newbitt



3rd

      7

      85


J Parker

March

1st

    20

      49


K & A Meader



2nd

    11

    107


10th Sioux Cubs



3rd

      7

    110


J K Windsor

April

1st

    20

      29


10th Crusoe Troop



2nd

    11

      87


P J Inkpen



3rd

      7

        3


1st Romsey

May

1st

  161

      65


10th Romsey



2nd

    52

        2


J Crocker

June

1st

    20

      66


10th Romsey



2nd

    11

      17


S Woodrow



3rd

      7

      78


J Pragnell

For more information on the Supporter’s Club, to become a member or increase your membership, please contact:-

Anne Meader, 2 Winchester Road, Crampmoor, Romsey

Tel: 01794 515786

E mail: anne@meader.com

BEAVER VISIT TO MARWELL ZOOLOGICAL PARK

10th Romsey Sequoia Beavers had a great day at Marwell on 22nd June.  Afterwards they drew some of the creatures they had seen.

Richard drew a jaguar; 

George drew the tree snake—it wasn’t really as big as that! - and Joe drew the Siberian tiger that Romsey Beavers have adopted for the year.

Our thanks go to ADC Beavers, Sally Kerson, for organising the day and to all the parents and Leaders who helped to make it a success.

Sue Edwards BSL
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