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From the DC ….

The summer is now over and we get down to the business of starting to make the new programs across the sections work.  The buzzwords at the moment are flexibility and fairness when deciding what the lads have completed in the old programme when compared with the new.

Many camps took place over the summer and I have received glowing reports from camp inspectors on all of them.

I got involved with joint 4th, 6th and 31st camp at Ferny Crofts again where I was drafted in to drive a mini bus to Petersfield to visit an attraction of old fair ground rides driven by steam.  Everybody that went had a very good day even if one of the rides broke down whilst I was on it. Still that’s what DC’s are for.

The scouting season had not begun in earnest when the Romsey Show came upon us again and true to form, David Sutton       assisted by Terry Hamer and their hard working team produced activities that were well representative of the district scouting function.  Public comments were that the scouts had put on an extremely good Public Relations show.  

The Mayors Trophy was contested this year by the 6th and 21st Scout troops, the 6th troop coming in at the last    minute to provide competition.  21st Scouts won the trophy yet again (we must provide stiffer opposition next year) but only by a whisker. The Judges, Town Mayor Mike Richardson and Area Scout Adviser Bryan Young, stated how impressed they were by the activities of both troops.

Many congratulations to both teams for your work.

Sally Kerson, Beaver Leaders and Beavers from the district started their next good turn collecting for charity.

Janice Waterman provided cub like activities which children from the public were able to take part in.

Jon Forman from 6th Lockerley this year provided the assault course, that many children from the public tried out, again and again, netting the district approximately £280. Many thanks to Jon and his team for the hard work erecting the course and for manning it during the day.

Many enquiries were fielded during the day from youngsters and parents of how they could get their children into scouting. These names and addresses will be      forwarded in due course.

Once again many thanks to all who played their part, no matter how small, in making the day a very big success for Romsey      District Scouting.

On Sunday 15th September I was invited to Nursling and Rownhams Jubilee Party, held on the playing fields at Nursling and partly run by the 21st Scout Group.     During the afternoon I was approached by a lady who has been in Scouting in Surrey who would like to rejoin, and is likely, with her husband, to join 21st.

A Request from the DC.

I would like to see scouting represented at the Remembrance Service on 10th November in Romsey this year and ask groups local to Romsey to try and attend this service if only at the  Memorial in the Park.




Steve

The New Sections

Beaver Scouts 
From 6 to 8 years (or from 5 years 9 months)

Cub Scouts

From 8 to 10 years 6 months (or 11 years)

Scouts

From 10 years 6 months to 14 years (or 15 yrs)

Explorer Scouts
From 14 to 18 years (or from 13 years 6 months)

Scout Network
From 18 to 25 years (or from 17 yr 6 months)

The extended age ranges are all at the appropriate leaders discretion, and there is a fifteen month period to implement the new changes.

Romsey Explorers have their own web site at


http://www.romsey-explorers.co.uk  for more information

Cub News

September has arrived and I hope everyone is looking forward to starting a new academic year.  Hopefully everyone has       received all the new programme material and are thinking about starting during the next two terms.  Any problems, give me a ring and I will try to help, although I am really in the same position as you, but talking something over can often help.

Thank you to all the leaders and Helpers who took Cubs to camp this year.  The Groups I visited all set very high standards and I know the young people had a great time.  One lad I spoke to said “This is the best thing I have ever done”.  Mum and dad happened to be standing next to him at the time and said “Why do we bother to take him abroad?”  Scouting is fun, so well done to everyone involved.  Keep up the good work.

I would also like to say thank you to all the Cub Scouts who came to Romsey Show and took part in some of the activities.  Lots of people noticed them and were suitably impressed.  Thank you also to Jean and Jackie who came and spent the day helping with them.  Thank you for the constant refreshments Claire, and to the rest of the team who made it an enjoyable day.

A note for your diaries

Cub Scout Challenge Trophy, 13th October , Lockerley HQ








Janice Waterman









 A.D.C. Cubs

SIXERS DAY

By Cub Scout, Jeremy Edwards

At 10 o’clock, Sixers Day started at Lockerley Scout Headquarters.  We were all put into groups, me and Matthew Jones were the only people in my six there.  There were lots of other people from my Cubs in my Group.  First we did archery and we all had a great time.  Most of us got an arrow in the blue section of the target.  We moved onto First Aid and learnt the recovery position and some other things.  

Next we learnt some tracking signs and stuck them on pieces of paper.  Then it was lunch time.  Akela, Baloo and Jacala built a fire and we cooked sausages and beans with jacket potatoes.  They were good as we were all starving.  We heated water up on our fire to do the washing up in bowls of water.

After lunch we learnt about some road signs and then we were shown some circus tricks - the diablo and juggling.  We got to have a go and were given some juggling bags to take home.  None of us were very good, but it was good fun.

We then had a competition to see who could fire a pressure rocket (a Fairy Liquid bottle with water in) which we pumped air into using a foot pump until it flew off, the furthest         distance.  I didn’t win.

The last thing we did was an electricity experiment and then we had tea and a man stuck a needle through a balloon.

I would love to go again.








Jeremy Edwards





  Green Six, 10th Romsey Sioux Pack
A Service in Romsey

OXFAM: A PROFILE

Many of us do not think ourselves particularly lucky, but compared to people in Africa and other countries we are.  Many of us hear about these people.  Some say to themselves “I will help them”, but how?  Others say they will help but do nothing.  For people who want to know how to help there is Oxfam.  All it needs are some things you do not need and some spare cash and you can drastically change someone’s life for the better.  You could be paying for their education, for a pump that will deliver clean, healthy water or maybe even a         life-saving operation.  Oxfam is a way to help people in other countries and maybe one day you could be relying on them.

By Matthew Jones

Green Sixer, Sioux Cub Pack towards his Crest Award.

<><><><><><><><><><>

Appointments Committee Report.

On Tuesday 17th September the District Appointments Committee held a meeting at 9th Romsey (West Wellow) where the Scout Section is just re-opening and a second Beaver Colony is starting. I think we must have set a record when we interviewed four Assistant Scout Leaders, three Scout Helpers and a new Beaver Leader all for one Group. With so much enthusiasm and support I am sure the Group will prosper and grow. We wish them all every success. 








Truda Woodrow









 Chairman 
BEAVER SCOUTS NEWS

West Wellow have opened a second Beaver Colony as the waiting list in their area was so long. Thanks to all who have volunteered to help and we wish them every success.

Beaver Good Turn -  Fund Raising for the M/V Alison MacGregor (the boat which takes the disabled for free trips from Hythe Marina) has really started in earnest.   Leaders, helpers and  Beaver Scouts from West Wellow and Woodley (Sequoia) were able to keep games going all day for the children who visited the Scout base at Romsey Show.  West Wellow provided a horse racing game and Woodley a game to find marbles in sawdust - especially for those who had 'lost their marbles'!   Together with the famous ball and bucket game a total of £74.00 was made.  Thanks to everyone who supported this event, especially a certain Beaver Leaders son (now a cub) who could not keep away from having a go at the games, he did do rather well by winning a lot of 'plastic bugs'.

The Beaver Leaders held a meeting in September to plan events for the coming year. Their next public appearance will be the carol service on the 14th December at the Abbey United Reformed Church. 

Another activity book has been produced giving activities suitable for Cubs as well as Beavers, it has a laminated cover and has many new ideas including templates. It can be purchased for the sum of £2, all proceeds go to the Beaver Good Turn.

Sally Kerson  

(ADC Beaver Scouts)

D of E News – Autumn 2002

As you will all be aware, the new programme is now out and leaders are actively involved in setting up the new Explorer Scout and Scout Network Units. Further details about Explorer Scouts can be found at their new website at http://www.romsey-explorers.co.uk/.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award links very closely to the new “Chief Scout” and “Queen’s Scout” awards, and the respective scout badge can be obtained by undertaking a few additional requirements (for details see http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/ or ask your section leader). The awards link as follows:


D of E Award



Scout Award

    Bronze 



Chief Scout Platinum Award

    Silver



Chief Scout Diamond Award

    Gold



Queen’s Scout Award
Reviews of Awards
I will be reviewing what everyone is doing for their award over the next few weeks and copies of the action plans will be sent to participants and unit leaders by the end of September.

Award Opportunities
Service Section – First Aid 
Bronze Award – Youth First Aid & Cas. Sim. Weekend – 30/11 – 1/12
Silver/Gold – Saturday 19th November & 7th December 2002
Contact Mike Baxter (above) or see 

http://www.romsey-scouts.co.uk/1staid for more info.

Gold Service Section – D of E Leadership – see note below for leader training course
Skill Section – Casualty Simulation
See above Bronze Weekend
Expedition Section
Trip to Brecon Beacons – 1st – 3rd November 2002 – see details issued via section leaders or at http://www.romsey-scouts.co.uk/dofe/. Can be used as training/practice at Bronze, Silver or Gold Level.
Details about the 2003 training programme will be issued in November, starting in Jan 2003.
Gold Residential Section Look at www.theaward.org or contact Mike Baxter

New Leader Course For all leaders wishing to know more about the award and how to run it within their section. The courses are residential, cost £5.00 and are run at Calshot Activity Centre. The course, food and accommodation are excellent. Contact Mike Baxter to book a place. Dates: 9/10 November or 8/9 March 2002

Other Stuff for 14-25 age group 



(details see http://www.romsey-explorers.co.uk)
· Swiss Adventure 2003 – a two week experience of adventurous       





activities in the Swiss Alps 
· Explore New Zealand 2002 (Residential Section) 

· Uganda 2003 (Residential Section) 

Mike Baxter

District Adviser (1st aid and D of E)
mk.baxter@virgin.net



Scout Achieves the Gold Standard

Venture Scout and Cub Helper, Graham Claxton has been presented with the Gold Standard of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award after 2 years dedication and commitment.

To complete his award, Graham has had to complete activities in five different sections. Two weekends with plenty of blood and guts was the training for his service sections as he completed the Standard First Aid Certificate of the British Red Cross. This training has come in useful with his role as Cub Scout helper at 1st Romsey where some 30 cubs have achieved their First Aid Badge.  Backstage he went for his skill section acting as a technician and actor for Romsey Drama School. Then it was upside down on Eastleigh Lakes as he undertook his one star kayaking course with the 10th Romsey Venture Scout Unit. The New Forest,   Dartmoor, Mid Wales and finally a four day hike in the Brecon Beacons completed the expedition section. Finally, five days on the Ferny Crofts Campsite Service team     completed his residential section and the award.  County   Commissioner, Richard Merefield presented Graham with his uniform and pin badges before he goes to the Royal Palace to receive his certificate in the  presence of the Duke of Edinburgh. 

The Scout Association has just launched two new sections:         

Explorer Scouts for those aged 14-18 and The Scout Network for those aged 18-25. The new programme for these sections is closely aligned to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. For more information about Scouting in Romsey, please visit our website at 

http://www.romsey-scouts.co.uk/. 







Mike Baxter




Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Adviser
***************

FIRST AID WEEK-END

This year the First Aid Weekend took place at Lyon’s Copse in Botley with some 24 Scouts + 12 young instructors attending. The Friday started with a recap of all the changes to the new manual and a planning meeting about the weekend.

The attendees began to arrive at 1800 and our caterers – Chris Hammond and Robert Foster – prepared tea for some 40 people. After this it was off to work – looking at personal safety and treating an unconscious casualty. This was          followed by an evening of patrol challenges ranging from a quiz about Scouting to a game involving a “flour mountain”. After supper, everyone departed to bed and was quiet (reasonably) quickly.

On Saturday, breakfast was at 0730 followed by the first session of the day on resuscitation and     asphyxia. The CD ROM produced by the British Red Cross with video clip scenarios proved a valuable  addition to the hands on practice and scenarios. Bleeding was next on the agenda – two Scouts ended up fainting – obviously the make up was extremely realistic! 

After lunch we continued major injuries/conditions including burns, fractures, poisoning, epilepsy, diabetes and anaphylactic shock,  before having a game of rounders out on the field. After Spaghetti Bolognese (not burnt this year!) we had a wide game followed by a choice of watching a video or doing part of the adult first aid certificate. 

On Sunday we had a voluntary organisation – Cas Sim – come in to lay on some   incidents for us which      included the diagnosis of conditions such as asthma, internal bleeding and cramp as well as a practical       incident in teams of 4      involving an unconscious casualty and blood loss/shock.   Finally, before they left they turned the kitchen to chaos (without the scouts   knowing) with a scald, epileptic fit and very distressed relative!

Well done everyone who attended – we look forward to our next weekend at the end of November.

Mike Baxter

District Adviser (1st aid and D of E)

””””””””””””””””””

ODE TO A SPELL CHECKER

Eye have a spelling chequer

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques for my revue

Mistakes eye cannot sea

I’ve run this poem threw it

I’m shore your pleas too no

It’s letter perfect in its weigh

My chequer tolled me sew
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