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2002 Diary
	From the District Commissioner
The sad news of the death of Dr Peter Johnson hit us this month. He was a stalwart in Scouting for many years and was our District Vice President. The District will sorely miss him and I ask all those who can attend his Memorial Service on Saturday 22nd June 2002 at the Romsey Abbey at 11:00am.

Three scouts from 10th Romsey, who are going to the Jamboree later this year, gave a presentation to Romsey Extra Parish Council, at the invitation of Phoebe Merrick, the Chairperson at their annual meeting. The presentation went down very well. Thanks to Robert Foster, Robin Black and Paul Edwards.

On Saturday 20th April 2002 Romsey District hosted the County AGM at Mountbatten School and I must thank all the people who helped on the day with car parking and serving tea duties. The County has complimented us as a District. for the way that the AGM was organised and that it went without a hitch.

On Sunday 21st April 2002 I was one of the judges at the annual Scouts and Guides cooking competition COSAG. The standard of the cooking and presentation of the food was excellent and the judges had a very hard time choosing the winners.

The Guide winners were 2nd Woodley and Crampmoor and Scouts from 10th Romsey Woodley and Crampmoor Sirl Troop took their honours. Congratulations to all who took part and to the organisers and fellow judges many thanks.

Friday 26th April 2002 I presented Chief Scouts Awards to Tom Reed and David Leggett at 15th Romsey, North Baddesley. Congratulations to you both on your achievement, and thanks to your leaders who have supported and encouraged you.

Sunday 28th April 2002 saw the annual St George's Day Parade through the streets of Romsey. My thanks go to Reverend Neil Crawford-Jones and the Minister Terry Hinks for the services in the Abbey and United Reformed Church respectively, to John Pragnell who yet again organised the day without a hitch and to 21st Romsey Nursling and Rownhams Scout Group who ran the tea and cakes session in the Town Hall after the services and parade.

Sunday 5th May 2002 I visited 6th Romsey Lockerley at their group camp at Hamptworth and as is usual I visited just as they were sending out the first group on their walk. Still I had a good look round with Jean B and those who were still on site.

Monday 6th May 2002 I visited the Village Fair at Nursling, which is organised by the 21st Romsey Scout Group, and although it rained to start with, they had a lot of people come along and spend their money. Congratulations to 21st Romsey on another splendid day.

Saturday 11th May 2002 saw the first launch Day of the new programme for section leaders at Hounsdown School, Totton. Those of you who were unable to make this launch another day is available on Sunday 9th June 2002 at Romsey School.

I was unable to attend the Mayor making this year and Jean B went in my stead and I would like to take this opportunity to wish the incoming Mayor Mike Richardson and his wife a successful year. 








Steve

	Thank you.
I would like to thank David Sutton for my Thanks Badge, which he presented to me at the reception following the St George’s Day parade. It was a lovely surprise, and I will wear it with pride and treasure it always.



Diana Axford (Printer Extraordinaire)

	Explorer Scout Leaders / Scout Network Members / GSL's
Reference:
D of E Programme Launch

Explorer Scouts and The Scout Network have arrived along with their new programme. A large part of the new programme can be cunningly linked to the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme.

For anyone who does not know, the Duke of Edinburgh's Award is a flexible scheme of challenges for Young People aged 14-25.

For this reason I am organising a training evening for any leader who wishes to be part of supporting the award for people aged 14+ within their section.

The details are as follows:

Date:

Wednesday 26th June 2002

Time:

19.30 - 21.30

Location:
10th Romsey Scout Headquarters

 

Programme

1915 onward
 Arrive, Coffee

1. What is the award?

2. The four sections - Service, Skills, Physical Recreation and Expedition Sections & links to the ES Programme.

3. Operating the Scheme - the District Structure.

4. Where next?

Refreshments and handouts will be provided. Order forms will be available if you wish to purchase award materials for your group.

I look forward to seeing as many as possible of you there!

Yours in Scouting

Michael Baxter

District Adviser (First Aid and D of E)

BEAVER SCOUTS NEWS

'BE A BEAVER FOR THE AFTERNOON'

This event planned some 8 months ago seemed almost doomed to be cancelled or postponed. Early in the year it was announced that one of the 'launch dates' for the new programme would be on Saturday 11th May. Fortunately as time went by we were told it would last just the morning, this meant it would not be easy attending both events, although some leaders did! Then "they" decided to dig up the A36 and another panic ensued - would the road be open? Again our worst fears subsided as work was finished well in time. 

Trying to identify someone to help talk about 'child behaviour' was another problem as the two scouting contacts were both going to be away on holiday that Saturday! But determined to keep to the date decided, plans went ahead and on the day thirty leaders and helpers from many districts including, Chandlers Ford, Southampton and the New Forest gathered at West Wellow Scout Headquarters. They all had a fun afternoon taking part in activities normally planned for Beaver Scouts. There were ceremonies, games and craft activities. 

At the last event of this kind it was suggested that help be given with regard to child behaviour and so Margaret Warboys a teacher from North Baddesley infants school kindly came along during the afternoon to give some most helpful advice. 

Also the afternoon was spent, by some of us, watching out for the maintenance man. All afternoon he was doing stalwart work on the headquarters, at one point up a ladder outside whilst we were playing games, I did promise him that we would not be playing 'British Bulldog'. Then just as we were sitting down for the talk he began drilling in the kitchen. However, he did not disturb us, perhaps he really wanted to join in with what we were doing! 

My thanks go to all who made the afternoon possible, especially to Martine, Allison and Sonia who provided a most excellent tea and the use of their headquarters. To Sue, Kate and Ann who lead some really good games including one never seen before, and to all the Romsey Beaver leaders who supported this event. My thanks even go to Ryan who hearing that I lost a cheque, commented that it must have got stuck to a CD! - Why because CDs play a big part in any Scouting activity I am involved in. 

A book to compliment the afternoon was on sale together with some wooden beavers and over £40 has been raised for the 'Beaver Good Turn' which is to support the 'Alison MacGregor' - a boat for people with disabilities providing free boat trips from Hythe Marina and run by volunteers. So please support your colony with any future fund raising activities. 




Sally Kerson (ADC Beaver Scouts)

	A Cub Prayer – written during a badgework evening
 

Dear Lord

 

Last night we realised our dependence on communications and we thank you for speech and your helpfulness to expand our communications. We mourn the loss of 18 people in Germany but we thank you for the gift of hope. Thank you for sight and sound so we can enjoy your beautiful world. Thank you for the oncoming peace (hopefully) in Israel and Palestine. Maybe one day they can sit down at the table of brotherhood. Thank you for the growing forests, so animals can enjoy them. Let us forgive the animals that kill and maim, and remember that they were here first. Thank you for the wind that rustles through our hair. Thank you for sport. Thank you for giving us the Spirit and the sun that lights up our day. Thank you for giving us the rain that splashes on our foreheads. Thank you for the stars and moon that lightens up our nights. Thank you for the sun that lightens up our day. Thank you for our brains and personalities that make us, and thank you for our beautiful world.

Amen

Matthew Jones, Green Sixer, 10th Romsey Sioux Cub Pack

	TRIBUTES TO DOCTOR PETER JOHNSON, VICE PRESIDENT, ROMSEY DISTRICT SCOUTS
From Roy Farmers, Vice President, Hampshire County Scout Council

I write as an ‘outsider’ to Romsey with an appreciation of Dr Peter Johnson whom I have had the privilege of knowing since 1951, when I was a young Scout attending one of his famous District Camps at Merdon Castle, Hursley with hundreds of boys enjoying a fabulous weekend.

As a new Scout District Commissioner, Dr Peter enthused and was responsible for expanding the growth of the many Scout Groups in ‘his’ District notwithstanding his busy professional career and bringing up a young family. He also recruited and retained scores of new Leaders into the Movement, many of whom remain behind the scenes in various roles today.

His commitment to the Movement in general was quite extraordinary with Peter also holding the role of Deputy County Commissioner for many years as well as being the Vice-Chairman of Lord Maclean’s (the then Chief Scout) Advanced Party Report which in 1966 changed the structure and programme element of the Movement, not least of all its new uniform for which he was a stickler. Peter was awarded the OBE in 1967 and in the same year he received the Silver Wolf, the highest award in the Movement.

Dr Peter was a fund of stories. When delivering new babies, mothers were asked to pay for and sign his ‘bob-a-job’ card (I have actually seen the cards) and he recalled on one occasion before attending a Scout meeting and carrying out his evening surgery in his (old style) Scout Uniform, an older lady refused to be done by an overgrown boy scout.

After this year’s District St George’s Day Parade and Services, I had the privilege of walking back with him through the grounds of his beloved Abbey, when he enthused about its history and the blossom of the trees.

Dr Peter Johnson. A Gentleman. A True Scout. He will leave an indelible mark on the community of Romsey and District.

	From David Sutton, Chairman Romsey District Scout Council
Romsey District shares a deep sense of loss at the sudden death of our Vice President, Dr Peter Johnson, on 7th May. We extend our sympathies to all his family and friends.

Dr Peter, as we had come to know him, had been a dedicated and enthusiastic supporter of Romsey Scouts for over 50 years. When he returned to Romsey after the Second World War he took up the post of District Commissioner in 1947, a position he held for the next eighteen years developing and guiding Scouting forward into a strong and thriving community in Romsey and the surrounding villages. In 1965 he changed his role and became District Chairman and in that capacity he continued for twenty-four years overseeing all that took place within the district and influencing it with his wise counsel and great experience. In 1988 he was made our Vice President, a role he actively filled until his death. It is less than three weeks ago that he was present at our annual St George’s Day Service and Parade.

His career as a local GP had given Dr Peter a wide range of contacts in the community and he was always active in using that network to find people to help Scouting, whether actively encouraging them to become involved as leaders, or simply charming them, as he could so easily do, into financial support for one project or another. Beneath it all was his firm belief that Scouting brought great benefits to the young people who joined, and this brought subsequent benefits to the wider community when these young people developed into responsible citizens.

Alongside his lifelong commitment to Romsey, Dr Peter also served the Scout County and Headquarters and was a member of the Chief Scout’s Advance Party in 1965 which reviewed and then made recommendations for changes in Scouting to modernise it for the times. He received a number of awards for his service culminating in the Silver Wolf, the unrestricted gift of the Chief Scout, awarded for service of the most exceptional nature. 

There will be a service of thanksgiving for his life at Romsey Abbey on 22nd June at 11am. His service to Romsey Scouting was exceptional and irreplaceable and he will be much missed by us all.

	Re-Cycling Leaders
1st Romsey welcomes back to its Leader Team, Andy Webb, as the new Cub Scout Leader. Some years ago, Andy was the Group’s Beaver Scout Leader, but then took a break to advance his career. Andy returns to lead a growing pack and just in time to implement the new badgework scheme, so he obviously likes a challenge.

Also joining the Pack is helper Mike Dawkins, who has transferred to the first following the closure of the Braishfield Pack.

Long term pack helper, Venture Scout Graham Claxton, now 18, has applied to be an Assistant Cub Scout Leader.

All this ‘retaining and recruiting’ means that the Acting Group Scout Leader, Ian Moore, who been Pack Leader since September 2000, regains his Wednesday evenings. However, it does not mean that he has the infamous ‘two hours a week’ to spare!

The Pack, and Group, has been through some difficult times over the last few years, but now things are improving – more youngsters in all three sections, more Leaders and increased parental support. Scouting is alive and well in Baden-Powell Way.
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