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From the D.C…...

Firstly I must say how much Romsey District Scouting will miss Peter Digby who died in the early hours of 14th November. We must now support his family in every way that we can and remember Peter as we continue our scouting with his enthusiasm.  A tribute from us all is to be found later in this   edition.

During the last month I was fortunate to visit a Beaver Sleepover by the 9th Wellow Beavers held at Lyon Copse, Shedfield. Thank you to the leaders, Martine and her team of willing helpers who ran a great night out for them.

On Sunday 10th November 2002 I attended the Romsey Royal British Legion Parade for Remembrance Day. I was joined by David and Claire Sutton, Darren Reed, John Papworth, Phil James, Pete and Jackie Betteridge and several scouts from 1st and 10th Romsey Groups.  I am particularly grateful to Sam Stenlake from 1st Romsey for laying the wreath for Romsey District.  Many thanks to all who were able to come along to add to the presence by Romsey District Scouts.

Jamboree Thailand 2002/2003

In December our contingent of eight scouts leave for the Jamboree in Thailand and I wish them well on their trip.  I hope they have a great time and make many new friends from around the world and I am looking forward to reports on the trip on their return.

I take this opportunity to remind you of the District Carol  Service on  Saturday 14th December 2002 at 6:30pm to be held in the United Reformed Church, Romsey.  Please bring your Colonies, Packs, Troops and parents if they wish to fill the church.

I wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year.













Steve

County Air Rifle Competition 2003.

This will take place at Hiltingbury HQ on Sunday 9 March 2003. Entry into the competition will be via the (Area) eliminators to be held on Sunday 9 February 2003

Details of competition rules, venues, and entry forms from:-

Chris Cousins (SE)  Tel: 07989 625266 


chris.cousins@19thscouts.fsnet.co.uk  
John Westerman (SW) Tel: 023 8032 5331


jlwesterman@msm.com  

Patrick Killen (North) Tel: 01252 870057


killenpm@care4free.net  

Please note that the closing date for entries for all three eliminators will be 24th DECEMBER 2002

Peter Digby  

Just as we were about to go to press with this edition of Woodsmoke I learned with shock and great sadness of the death of Peter Digby, Assistant District Commissioner, on 14th November.  Peter had been fighting cancer with     enormous courage and optimism, and refusing to let it      inhibit his enthusiasm for life and for Scouting.  He will be much missed throughout Romsey District.

Peter joined Romsey many years ago after Scouting in Leatherhead, and was a very active member of the 21st Nursling & Rownhams Group.  He expanded his                   involvement by becoming the ADC for Scouts within the District, although he never let that curtail his support and encouragement for his local group.  At District level his organisational skills led to numerous District Scout activities that benefited many young people over the years.  He will be long remembered for his very successful Millennium Camp (in spite of the mud!).  

He was also very keen to encourage joint activities with the Guide Movement and we shall continue to benefit from the strong relationship which he fostered in that direction.       Peter’s deep knowledge of Scouting and kind and understanding manner led almost naturally to him being asked to take responsibility for Leader Training.  He devoted much time to this, organising, and encouraging leaders to undertake additional training, even though his true love always remained the Scout section, to which he later returned.

Peter will be deeply missed, but his legacy in the District will live long into the future.  All our thoughts are with his wife Laura, and his Scouting children Sandra and Alan.

I can offer no better tribute to Peter than the following   comments made by many of his friends, which reflect what we all feel.

David Sutton

District Chairman

More Tributes …

Peter was one of the people who supported me greatly during my time as DC.  Loads of kids will have benefited from his knowledge & enthusiasm.  He did an enormous amount.

Jan Musson,

District Secretary
Peter was the first person I spoke to when

I joined 21st.  He encapsulated the spirit 

of Scouting.  He explained to me that

Scouting was about working as teams,

And he practised that everywhere.  He

Didn’t know Baden-Powell, but if he had 

I am sure BP would have learnt a lot from

Peter.

John Stevens,

Group Chairman, 21st Romsey.
He gave to the Group unstintingly of his time, his enthusiasm, dedication and considerable knowledge.  His vast experience of Scouting was the bedrock that helped to build the group into such a strong and        successful unit that it is today.




Derek Booth
Peters enthusiasm for Scouting rubbed off on everybody within Romsey District, where he gave so much time and commitment to the movement.  He will be greatly missed by us all.


Steve Woodrow

    District Commissioner

It was a privilege to have had his friendship.  I shall miss his cheerfulness, fairness and his absolute integrity.



Sheila Caine



Guide Commissioner
Peter was a very dedicated     Scouter and a great bloke

Richard Merefield

County Commissioner
What an example to us all!  The amount he has done for the youth of Rownhams is immense.  He was always there.




Les Mildon



Secretary, 21st Romsey
I fondly remember his enthusiasm for sports cars.  He frightened the life out of me!


Mike Lund Yates
Very hard working.  A good organiser of major events.  He gave so much of his time to Scouts.

John Mason

Former D.C.
Explorer Scout 

Leader Training

Leading your Section Skills (stage 2) is aimed at new leaders to Scouting, those currently going through their section leader training, current “woodbeaded” leaders who are changing section and current “woodbeaded” commissioners moving into Explorer Scouting.  It is a full residential weekend course.


Dates




2003

6/8th June 


Ferny Crofts





26/28th September

Ferny Crofts

Explorer Scout Leader Skills course is a one day transfer course for current “woodbeaded” leaders in Scouts or Ventures changing to Explorer Scouting.  This must be done by April 2003, or the full weekend course (above) will need to be completed.


Dates



2002

7 & 8th December (2 separate days)



2003 

8 & 9th February (2 separate days)

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Section Leader

 2003 Training Programme

Stage One Training—District responsibility

Stage Two Training—Introduction to Scouting– 2 days (which must be completed) or a weekend 


Dates



6th April & 26 April, 18th October & 16th November



11/12 January, 1/2 March, 28/9 June & 11/12 October

Scouting Skills—a residential weekend giving specific skills training and programme support.  Must be completed before undertaking ‘Leading the Team’. All will be at Ferny Crofts.


Dates



Beavers
31/1 June and 6/7 September



Cubs

16/18 May and 12/14 September



Scouts

9/11 May and 19/21 September



Explorers
6/7 June and 26/28 September

Stage Three Training—Leading the Team  A non-residential weekend, building on courses in Stage Two


Dates



1/2 March
15/16 March  5/6 July & 8/9 November

Stage Four Training—Scouting in Action.  This non-residential weekend is the final stage of Woodbadge training.  It covers        management, leadership skills, communication, managing behaviour etc.


Dates



15/16 February, 29/30 March, 1/2 and 29/30 November

Leading Residential & Camping Experiences—a residential weekend under canvas, with opportunities to practise camping skills.  This follows on from Stage 1 & 2 courses.


Dates



Cubs


13/15 June



Scouts

20/22 June



All Sections
3/5 October

Beaver Sleepover—for Beaver Leaders who have completed stages one & two who wish to run a beaver sleepover.


Dates



8 March & 26 October

Further information on all training courses from:-


Margaret Taylor


189 Fair Oak Road, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 8LQ


Tel/Fax 023 8069 2941


E Mail: Margaret@taylortribe.fsbusiness.co.uk



EXPLORERS SCARF

Just to let you know that the new District Explorer Scarf (orange with black edging) has been voted for by the Explorers and agreed with District and is now  available from Oasis in Romsey. 

Price £4.15 for Explorers and £5.20 for Leaders.
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